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| ome C onſiderations and Cautions to be 
uſed at the Election of Magiſtrates, but 
5 pecially of Members to ſerve in Par- 
liament. N 1 rp 
II. To thoſe on whom the Majority of Votes 
*_ doth fall; very proper to be peruſed by. every 
Subject of theſe Kingdoms, in ordet to 
cCeorrect the Vices of Elections, and Choice 
Magiſtrates and Miniſters of State, 
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TO 


Sir PETER DELME, Ke. 
LORD MAYOR: i 
„„ or TH 4 
] 0 Honourable City of London. 
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HERE humbly preſume to 
Ja\ 1 lay this ſmall Tract at your 


ee 


- 


Peet, hoping, that you will, 

cout of your wonted Good- 

nels, Benignity, and Love of the Peace 
and Tranquility, as well as your true 
„AZeal for che antient Rights and Privile- 
ges of this honourable and antient Ci- 
ty, and that Uprightneſs and Imparti 
PoE ality A 
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ſo viſibly ſhewn, in ſo equitably deter- 
mining thoſe many difficult Points that 
have been referred ro your Lordſhip's 
moſt judicious Determinations, during 
the Time of your Mayoralty, to the * 
entire Satisfaction of all impartial Citi- 
ens; be pleafed to let theſe my poor 
; and weak. Endeavours to promote the 
j ſame, find ſome Shelter under your 
0 Lordſhip's Wings and noble Patronage, 
that ſo it may be protected from the 
Ih! ðſults of unreaſonable and wicked Men, 
Whoſe main Aim and Buſinefs is, to ſub- 
vert our happy Conſtitution both inn 
Church and State: Some, by inveighing 
againſt thoſe holy Ordinances conſti- 
| tuted among us to glority God, and 
to eſtabliſh Peace and good Neighbour- » ||| + 
hood, and the Love of one another; by 
reviling the Perſons and Actions of thoſe 
Men, that by their own Conſent and 
Approbation, are ſet apart to attend up- 
on the immediate Service of God, and 
to preach his Word, and to * 
3 5, ms, 
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ks DrpreAr fo. 


his holy Sacraments; 29 If the outward 
moſt ſacred Inſtitution of God or Man, 


were able to heal the Blemiſhes and Ul- 


cers of our corrupt Nature, and ſowaſh 
off the Load of Concu piſcence of our 


12 Minds, that it would not appear diſcern- 
able in our Actions. But, alas! theſe 


Men little know themſelves, or conſider 
the Infirmities of their awn Fleſh, while 


they are thus arraigning and e 
ing others, and ſo overlook that juſt 


Judgment they ſhould pur upon chen 


own Actions; and ſo betray themſelves 


under the 3 Sentence of others, and 
rhus become equally diſtant * the 

Love of Peace and Truth, and to all 
outward Appearance, do what. in them 
liesto corrupt the Fountains from whence 
thoſe pleaſant Streams ſhould flow, by 
caſting in (the bitter Gall and Worm- 


wood) of Reflections, and expoling like 
curſed Cam. *, the rn of their 
W Parents to the * of all the 


— »„— 


" Gen. ix. a.. 


World, 


The DRDIeAT Tex. 
World, and laughing at it when they = | 
have done; or elſe by their vile Inſinu- | 
ations, like the //raelites f, bring up | 
an evil Report upon them, that none 
may taſte them, leſt there ſhould be 
Death in them *; - whilſt, in the mean 
time, they breed nechiing: but Confufion 
of Pace on all Hands, and have no Pro- 

fals to make, dat only to periſh i in 


the Wilderneſs: of their empty Imagi- 
nations, and ſo hinder them from en- 


tring into that * tha i ls bg for 
„ N | 


te: Sort e are, that although ) i 

F hag do in all Things acknowledge the 
Truth, and Zeal for God and true Re- 
ligion, yet they do it in ſuch a tumul- 
tuous and wicked a Manner, that by  » || + 
the Stench of their evil Actions wiz) 
Perjury, Drunkenneſs, Curſigg, Swear- 

ing, Lying, Calumniating, deriding and 
inſulting others that are not 1 they Seq, f 


_—— 


4 Num, xiii. 27, 28, 9 © = 22 King. iv. 0. | ] 
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timents, they ſtifle the ſweet Odour of 


their good Intentions and Profeſſion; for 


God Almighty, nor n od: Mam; 
wants — ſorts " CEE 
te do him Service either i in Church or 
1 State, and notwithſtanding their ſpaci- 
ous Pretences, has denounced the moſt 
dreadful Clirſts and Judgments upon all 
that commit ſuch Crimes, but el pecial- 
ly againſt thoſe who hold the Truth in 
Unrighteouſneſs; and therefore as God 
| and all good Men hate theſe Deeds, ſo 
will they abhor the Actors of them in 
their Cauſe, which, if harboured and 
allowed by them, is like the going to 
the Devil for Help, and, conſequeatly; 
Jn him our God and chief Goode: 


A third * If Meri Hd is, jp oe 
* their Diſ· union with their Governors, 
ſeem to contradict themſelves, in con- 
temning thoſe Ways and Means chat they 

have preſcribed for us to glorify God, 
in fetting up to themſelves Ways and 
ROE to n God as they pleaſe, 
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and ſo, if chey pleaſe, he hall have no 


Supplications, no Thanks, no Glory 


given to him, no 5 Goodneſs | practiſed, 
no juſt Action performed, no Charity 


done to Mankind, no Help nor Support 
ſhall be yielded to thoſe that are, by their 
o Conſent and Approbation, made 
their Magiſtrates; and, if they pleaſe, 


Prophaneneſs; and if they call God the 
Devil, and the Devil God; and if they 
fay the King is a Rebel, and the Rebel 
is a King; and if they avouch Rebel- 
lion, Murder, Adultery, Theft, Perju- 
ry, Lying, Falſhood and Covetouſneſs, 


do be Virtues; and Loyalty, Love, Chaſ- 


tiey, Juſtice, Faichfulneſs, Truth and 
Charity, to be Vices, and they are plea- 


ſed to fay, their Conſciences tells them 


{o;-and it is their Opinion that it is ſo, 
without any Proof of it, there is none 
muſt call them to Account for it, no, 
not the very Perſons that they have fer! 


to enquire into thoſe Things; for their 
Conſciences will nor ſubmit to ch at, 21. 


though they ſubmitted to chooſe them ; 
which, 


The Dapicktrox, 


which, to me, ſeems ſtrange, char * 
ſhould be fo many ſorts of Conſciences 
in the World. Therefore, to regulatè 

the Judgments of theſe Opinioniſts of 
their own Righteouſneſs) and Sanctimol 
< nians in their own Opinion, I would 
adviſe them to do thele few Things to 
cure themſelves of their Diſeaſes; And, 
in order to heal che Breaches that may 
accrue to che State, obſerve- the fol- 
lowing Rules and Directions r I 
That give them ( vis.) 199 972. 


As, Arft, een i Things 
as ell as Words and Actions, by the 
. written Law of God, and let thee be the 
Rule and common M of all your 
Actions, and the Guide to your Conſci- 
ences; and then, upon a due Enquiry, 
you will find, hat the beſt of us are but 
miſerable Sinners, and will be ready to 
confeſs, with St. Paul, that in many 
- hings we offend all; * then they will 
" find, 12 to think chat the) have no 
wy is making God a Liar (ſince he has 
3 1 con: 


The DzpriciTion. 


concluded all under Sin, that he might 
have Mercy upon all) and therefore the 
Truth cannot be in them 4 and then, . 
ſurely, they will not, with the proud 
Phariſee, make Compariſons, and deſpiſe 
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b Secondly, Loet the Conſideration of 
keeping the publick Peace take Place; 


and then, to preſerve Unity and Qui- 
etneſs, Love and Charity amongſt us, 
never preſume to find Fault, or reſiſt 
the lawful Ways and Means that are 
taken by thoſe that you have conſtitut- 
ed to preſerve it, or whoſe Bulinels it 


is to ſee that it be not diſturbed, as to 


execute Judgment upon the Diſturbers 
thereof; but humbly ſubmitting to all 
he rational Dictates and Commands of 

thoſe: that are appointed the Judges in 


the Land, placing all their Error in 
Judgment upon the Weakneſs of hu- 
man Nature, conſidering that ye may, 


nay, (if you judge and ſpeak Evil of 


them) are actually guilty of Errors and 


* 
* 


/ 
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Sin in ſodoing, and fo are conſequedily 


guilty of the like Faults; nay. greater, 


when we look into the numberleſs Evils 
that will be the Conſequence of ſuch 2 


Procedure; and let all your Sin in ſo 


_ obsying be charged upon God's Ac- 
count, who knows beſt when and how 
to forgive their Error, and correct their 
Miſtakes; for they are called by Sr. 

Paul 9 his Miniſters; and if God fuf- 
fers them to err in Judgment, who can 
pretend ro Infallibility? Becauſe there 
is none can challenge, or lay any juſt 
Claim to God's Direction in publick 


Judgment, but thoſe to whom that 
Place is lawfully aſſigned, or elſe mi- 


raculouſſy called by the Providence of 
God to ſuch an Office, as Moſes and 


David was, and the holy Prophets, 
and our Saviour and his Apoſtles im- 
mediately were, as the Exigence of 


Times required 3 becauſe God in | his 
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184 holy Word 1 not yen of * * 
Indignity to be caſt upon Ma giſtrates 
and Adminiſters of Juſtice (by any pri- 

vate Man, let him think himſelf never 

Jo well gifted. and qualified for itz be- | 
cauſe that very, Opinion in him makes : 
him the moſt unfit) but has enj joined | 
to them Honour and due W wag 
and if they do tranſgreſs in Judgment, 
the Fault muſt be humbly repreſented f 
to them, and not their Weakneſs, revi- 
led, and N lakedneſs expoſed to others; 
for he is no Protector of the Scorner, 1 
a 
/ 
C 
u 
h 
t. 


nor Support to the Proud. And if a 
Man be a Rebel againſt God before he 
18 2 Magiſtrate, and Enemy to the Peace 
of Mankind, when it is out of his Pow- 
er to diſturb it, what. muſt be expect- 
ed from ſuch a Man when he has che 
Power put into his Hands? Therefore 
Obedience to God, and Submiſſion to 
the Ordinances of. Men, is the only 
ſure Way to become a good King and 
good Subject. e 
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The DeprearrON. 
: Sad 


{nid a 3 Sem of Men . 
are among us, who agree in all Things, 


= "uſt and good ; but yet, under falſe 


1 and Conceptions, call in Que- 


8 
| ſtion the Law Is of the Authority 


| of the preſent Govinda arid Admi- : | 
7 niſtration, in not thinking it warrancable 


by God's Law; as if God Almighty 
" | were tied or bound to ſupport any one 
> | Man's Authority over another, whether 
be performed the Conditions that it was 


allowed upon, or not, when he promi- 


a 

|| ſed to his Servant David the lineal Suc- 

” | ceffion of the Throne of J/7ael, but 

upon the Conditions that they obey d 
his Commandments, and hearkned un- 

to the Voice of his Words, and admi- 
niſtred true Judgment to "the People, 
which when forfeited by chem, he could 
re- aſſume their Title, and give it to 
whoever he pleaſed, m make them In- 
ſtruments to execute his Vengeance up- 
on chem. As for Inſtance, upon David 


that the Conſtitution i in Church and State 


$129 | | | himſelf, | 


* ; 
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bimſelf, for he had · no Soc ese 


rouſſy ſlain Uriah with whe Sword of the 
Children of Ammon, and committed 


Adultery with his Wife, and ſo forfeir- 
ed his Title to the God b6 Governmæ . 
but God denounced the Curſe of War 


againſt him, and therefore ſuffer d the 


beloved Go: of his own' Bowels, to 
treacherouſſy uſurp the Kingdom en 
his Head, and to raiſe up War againſt 


g him; 1 8. therefore i It is in vain for any : 


Min living to pretend to challenge to 


his Family for ever (without Interrupti- 


on) the Inheritance of any Imperial 2 


dem upon Earth; nay, though a Solos! 


mon WAS always. to fit in the Throne, 


although 1 in the Subjects it is a Rebelli- 


on to reſiſt, and a great Breach of the 
Divine Law, yet when a King has for- 


feited the Dine Protection, and be- 
comes a Delinquent to his J aſtice, God 
can authorize any one, or at leaſt give 
ſuch Power to a Subject, as that lie 
thereby ſhall execute his Word upon a 
wicked King, as ZJehn did upon the 
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"Houle of his Maſter Aba; and Jero- 
© boham upon the Line of David. 


3 FHiſibly, There is another ſort of trü-- 
ly pious Perſons (but too few J am a- 
raid) thab make it their conſtant Care 
in all Things to ſerve God, and obey 
his Commandments in Sincerity of Hearr, 


being always fearful of themſelves, leſt 


they ſhould live in an Error, and ſo 


mae i their greateſt Care and Concern to 
ſearch after Truth, being always very 


unwilling to give up their Judgments 


> in any Thing, before it is duly weigh- 8 


3 


ed and conſidered by them. 


And now, my Lord, ſince in my 
Obſervations of thoſe various Senti- 


ments of Men, I find that they are pre- 


judicial and deſtructive to the Peace of 
human Society, and the- temporal as 


well as eternal Welfare of Mankind, 
and utterly inconſiſtent to the Rule of 
God's Word, and contrary to the Ex- 
ample that Chiriſt has fer us, and the 
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Precepts and Maxims of all good Men 
and Women departed in his true Faith 
and Fear, and likewiſe diſagreeable to 
true political Wiſdom, and ſound Foun-, 
dation of Empire and Government, 1 
have, to the urmoſt of my Power, en- , 
deavoured to ſeaſon the few following 
Pages with the Spirit and Life of Na- 
ture, Reaſon, and practical Chriſtianity, 
that, if poſſible, I may be inſtrumen- 
tal in ſome Meaſure, to open the Eyes 
of thoſe that are blindly led into Error, 
and quicken the Endeavours of thoſe 
that profeſs the Truth, that they may 
be as careful to live anſwerable to its 
Injunctions, as they are willing to 
hide themſelves under its Covert; that 
ſo, if by any lawful Ways and Means 
I may purchaſe that Name of a Chri- 
ſtian J profeſs, and to approve mylelf a 
hearty Deſirer of the Good of all my 
fellow Creatures, but moſt eſpecially 
of my Chriſtian Brethren, in this þo- 
_ lirical Body, whereof I am a moſt un- 
worthy Member; hoping, that it may 
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be inſtrumental to prevent thoſe ſcanda- | 


lous Practices that have been ſo long in 
Uſe at Elections, to the great Reproach 


of the Religion we profeſs, and Con- 


tempt of thoſe, good and wholſome 


Laws, made to preſerve Unity, Peace 


and good Accord amongſt one another; 
and allo, as a Means to prevent the 


Commiſſion of thole great and crying 


Sins, chat we at thoſe Times become 
guilty of, and which pull down upon 
us God's Wrath and heavy Diſpleaſure; 
and we may reaſonably infer, that they 

have been in Times paſt, and will be 
for the future the principal Cauſe of 
the Misfortunes, Loſſes and Diſappoint- 
ments, that have befallen us hitherto, 
and what hereafter we may reaſonably 


expect, it being that loving Rod of 


Correction that our Father has laid up- 
on us, and with which he muſt continue 


to chaſtize us, until that we make a bet- 


ter Ule,of thoſe Rights and Privileges 
that he has allowed us, for our Good 


and his Glory, : 
| b 2 But 
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But if we make thoſe Things which 


he has given us for the Ends afore- cited, 


an Occaſion of diſhonouring him, and 


bringing Shame upon our ſelves, be a> 
fraid, for he will one Day or*vther 
give us over to the Rod of Correction, 


if we by Repentance wipe not away 


our Tranſgreſſion; for if we will not 


uſe our Liberty as we ought, there is 


no Way left to bring us to a Sight of 


our Folly, but to take them away from 


usz and were it not that I hope we have 


(chough, perhaps;. comparatively 


_ 
but few) righteous amongſt us, who en- 


deavour to depricate the deſetved Wrath 
of Almighty God; and many more, 


who in the Views of Reaſon, are wiſe 
Enongh to put a due Value, and make 
à right Eſtimate of our moſt excellent 


Conſtitution, and the incomparable 
Prince upon the Throne, we might juſt- 
ly fear, that God would in his, Wrath, 


for the juſt Puniſhments of our Sins, 


remove both from us, and inſtead of 
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them, ſend us a popiſſ» tyrannical Pre- 
tender to fit at the Helm, and to deprive 
us of our Religion, Laws, Liberties 
and Properties. But if you do go on 
to abuſe that precious Privilege you 
have of freely chuſing your Repreſen- 
tatives to bear a Part in the 1 
whereby our excellent Conſtitution is 
preſerved, by making it an Occaſion of 
Diſturbances, Tumults, Railing, Fight- 
ing, Maiming, Killing, Drunkenneſs, 
and all its wicked Train of Conſequen- 
ces: If, I ſay, you continue ſo to do, 
beware, leſt the provoked Majeſty of 
Heaven withdraw that his Mercy "ar 
you, and give you up to fall a Sacrifice 
to lawleſs Tyranny; wherefore it is my 
hearty Wiſh and earneſt Defire, that 
you may hearken to what 4s here of- 
fered, and take it as an Admonition 
ſent from God, out of that tender Love 
and Regard he has for you, and not 
from me, as if it were of my own 
Mind that I have done this, for in me 
dwells no ſuch Goodneſs, nor any chin 
e Be 


I Fhe Denication. 
elſe that is Good. But, however, I re- 
turn my humble Thanks to him, that 
he has made me the Inſtrument to con- 
vey n to yours, and do with all my 

Might give him the Glory of it. 


And to this, in the ſecond Part, after 
recommending to their Repreſentatives 
the honouring of God i s moſt holy Name, 
and the Care of Religion, and endea- 
vouring to ſet forth their Authority and 
Commiſſion to do the ſame, I have preſu- 
med to add ſome very uſeful and neceſ- 
fary Conſiderations and Reflections, ve- 
ry proper to be uſed by them, humbly 
begging, that they would, out of their 

» wonted Candor and bounteous Good- 
neſs, be pleaſed to excuſe the Boldneſs 
that I have uſed; and humbly. aſſuring 

them, that what I have here wrote, is 
only in pure Love to them, that by 
any lawful Means I may be inſtru- 
mental to do Good in my Generation, 
and to prevent choſe dreadful Judgments 
of God falling upon you, that are due 
to your Sins. 1 And, 


8 


The DEDICAT TON. 


And, Laſtly, J have endeavoured to 
ſet before you the Divine Rays of your 
Sovereign, and thoſe great Bleſſings that 


attend his peaceable, mild and benign 
Government, together with the Divine 


Goodneſs, remarkably atteſting and up- 
holding the ſame, in Spight of the Ma- 
lice of Men and Devils; and alſo the 
Effect that it ought to have on your 
Conduct and Behaviour towards your 


Country, and your ſelves. Wherefore, 


now I beſeech you, in all Things ap- 


prove your ſelves to the Lord faithful 


Servants; to your Sovereign, whom by 
his Providence he has ſet over you, du- 
tiful and obedient Subjects; and to your 
ſelves, true Friends; and to your Coun- 
try, true Benefactors; ſo great will be 
your Applauſe here, among ſober and 
righteous Men, and likewiſe great will 
be your Reward in Heaven hereafter. 
And I hope that what I ſhall offer to 
your ſerious Conſideration, you will in 
every Point find it agreeable to the he 
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of God, and to a good Conſcience, 


and, particularly, to a good Chriſtian 


T emper, and Diſpoſition of Mind, and 
in nothing contrary to right Reaſon, 


and a good Underſtanding; and in 
which, I hope, I ſhall have the Honour 
to have your Acquieſcence and Appro- 


bation, and likewiſe to be farther bleſ- 


{ed to ſee you reap the Fruits thereof, | 
Which is all I wiſh for or deſire; and 


| Jo, with all Humility and Submiſſion, 


1 beg leave to preſent it ro your Lord» 


ſhip's Conſideration, and recommend it 


to the Divine Bleſſing, and preſume to 


ſubſcribe my ſelf, 
Your LORDS HIP*s 
moſt obedjent and very | bumble 
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| Some Co NSIDERATIONS and 
Cx UT TO Ns to be uſed at the Elec- 
Ton of Mas giſtrates; but Particular ly 
in the C Baie of Members 70 ſerve in 


 Parl) 7 ament. 


N the firſt 8 | mal begin with 
the Election of Members of Parlia- 
ment; who are known by all Men 
to have a Power to vote, to be as 
their Repreſentatives to ſpeak for 
them, and in their Name, and with 


their Approbation, before the ſu- 


preme or head Governour of a Country or Province; 
* or before ſuch other Perſon or Perſons, as ſhall by 
him be authorized to officiate his Ys Or * 
ſent bis Perſon. 
In the ſecond Particular, 1 ſhall * on to thaw 
the Nature of the Choice of the other private Mi- 
niſters of State. I call them private, becauſe they 
| ate made choice of by a ſingle Per ſon; and the 
7 | other publick, becauſe of the Publick's A 
deſired, and the Majority of Voices carries ii. 
In order to ſer forth the former, it will be proper, 


9 "ſy to exhibit the Character of ſuch a Perſon. as, 
| LY may 


C 2 . 
may be fit to be choſen a Peoples Repreſentative | in 
ſuch a Caſe; foraſmuch as the common Good and 
Welfare of their Brethren, or Fellow-Members, or 
Evil, depends upon them, and their Care, Charac- 
ter, Life, and Converſation. | 

In the firſt Place, (this being the beſt Founda- 
tion to build all the reſt upon,) Let him be a 
truly pious and charitzble Man; for Piety denotes 
Wit a Man that, in rhe firſt Place, will be for fur- 
thering of God's Glory, true Religion, and Man's 
Salvation, which is the Soul and Life of a Body 
Politick, 'Srate, or Kingdom. Secondly, Charity 
will ſhow his Love to Man for God's ſake; and that 
as for himſelf, ſo for others, he will make it his De- 

light to be doing them good. | 
. Secondly, Let him be a juſt and n Man, 
for Juſt, ſi Znifies his Love to Truth, and Righteouſ- 
neſs, his yielding to all their Dues, dix. Honour to 
whom Honour, Fear to wbom Fear, Tribute to whom 
Tribute, as St. Paul expreſſes it; and more particu- 
larly, one that lives ſoberly as to himſelf, juſtly to 
Man, by paying him all lawful Demands ; and godly ö 
in diſcharging his Duty to God; by keeping his 
Sabbaths, in frequenting his Houſe, Worſhip, and 

Service, paying him his Tythes, Sc. and all other 

Duties ſet apart for the Furtherance of his Glory, 

Piety, and true Religion. 

Thirdly, Let him be a Man of a ſvitable Eſtate; 
and that lives in the Neighbourhood, near the 
Place where he is to be choſen for, that thereby 
the Society that elect him, may the better have 
Correſpondence with him, and tell him their Mind 
and Sentiments ; and he may the better ſee what is 


G—_—— - 


wanting or requiſite for them, and what Grievances 
attend them, and what their Liberties are, the better 

to ſtand by them, and defend them. 
Fourthly, Let him not be too young, but of a 
middle Ake, and for the moſt part of his 1s 
erſon 
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perſon of Honour and Honeſty, one that has walk- 
ed in the Way of Virtue and Godlineſs, and not 2 | 
Proud and ambitious Man, a Spend-thrift. a Whore- , 
monger Or an Adulterer, a Curſer, a Swearer, a | 
Prophaner of the Sabbath, and a Lover of Pleaſure, 
more than a Lover of God; nor one that comes 
among you at the Time of Election, and ſpends 
4 Money upon a Society, to make them drunken, and J 
tõ beguile the Hearts of the Simple, to bring them = 
over to their Party, or elſe to gratify his Ambi- 4 
tion, and ill Deſigns. | 
But conſider with yourſelves, that it is more the 
Duty of every Society of Men, to chuſe their Re- 
preſentat ive, than it is any Man's Buſineſs to put up 
for himſelf; and it would be Prudence in every 
Society of Men, (that have the Privilege to fend 
their Member) to re ject that Man that offers them 
any Treat, or uſes any Way or Means to delude 
them, contrary to Law, cr that puts mighiily up 
for himſelf, if he be not endowed with fit Quali- 
fications for it; for every Man is at his Liberty to 
; £cbuſe as he thinks fir, without Offence to any. 
have often conſidered, and made my Obſerva- 
| trons, in the few Days that 1 have had Knowledge, 
and have been capable to judge of the Reaſon of 
Things, of the great Corruptions in Elections, and 
the Multitude of Sins that are complicated at them, 
enough to fink a whole Nation in Oblivion, with- 
- out the ſparing Mercy of God to allay the Stroke 
of Divine Juſtice. as 
Firſt, vix. There is Bribery and Drunkenneſs, 
which are two great and heinous Sins; the one be- 
ing the Drunkenneſs of the Soul, and the other of 
the Body; and are, as a good Member of our 
Church ſays, © the Nurſe of Impiety, the Original 
* of molt Diſeaſes and Vices, the Seed Plot of Cor- 
ruption, the Subverſion of the Senſes, the Canker 


of the — the Corruption of Man- 
5 2 « ners, 
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ners, the Shame of Life, the Harbinger of Hell, 
| the Grave of Honour, the Peſt of the Body, a 

| | Rape of the Soul, the Plague of Cities, the Ruin 
| © of Kingdoms.” 


*. K — 


Secondly, Perjury; for Freemen of Corporations, 
c. take their Oaths to be true to their King and 
Country, and to vote according to a good Conſci- 

* ence, and not for either Intereſt or Favour, but { 
uprightly, and for the Good of both, which is 
thejr, and every Man's Birthright, when his Voice 
or Judgment in ſuch a Caſe is required, and no 
Man ouęht to z2sk bim why he did fo, and call 
him to queſtion about it. And to do this, a Man 
in his ſobereſt Mind can't be too wile ; and ſince 
Sod is the Author end Fountain of all true Peace 
and Happineſs, he can't be the Author of Confuſion, 
Madneſs, and Diſorder. And cherefore, if God may 
be ſaid to be with the ſober and quiet Man, to 
direct him in ſo great Affairs of this Life; ſo the 
Devil may be ſaid to be in the drunken and per ju- 
red Perſon, in order to hurry him into Deſtruc- 
tion; and ſo he is incapaciated to diſcharge that N 
Oath of the Lord, which he is ſworn to execute, 
and ſo becomes a forſworn Creature. And how 
great a Crime, and of what diſmal Conſequence i it is, 
to a Man's own ſelf, as well as to others, I need 
not demonſtrate any farther, but every Man may, 
evt of the Obſervations of his own Time, fully — 18 
ſarisfy himſelf. . 
Thirdly, Pride, Malice, and Envy, Curſing, and 
Swearing ; Hatred, and Variance; Prodigality, and 
Senſuality : and Where any Strife is, there is Confuſjon 
and every evil Work, as St. James aflures us; and 
theſe are the Works of the Fleſh, and not of the 
peaceable Spirit of Chriſtianity, 'but are Enemies 
to it. Therefore be afraid; for whex you find or 
ſee that theſe Works are, be ſure that God is not 
among thew, gor has any thing to do with them, 
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but has given ſuch Men vp to the Power of Satan, 


who is the great Prince of them, and whoſe Buſineſs 27 


ic is to betray Mankind into Deſtruction. 
Fourthly, There has been many times Murder 


committed at them, or at leaſt People have been 
maimed and hurt; which are in themſelves Sins of 


N deepeſt Dye, that cannot be atoned for, but 
by the Blood of the Shedder, or by full Satiſ- 
Faction made to the injured Perſon : Befides the 

evil Surmiſing and Calumniation, that· many times 
is continued in Neighbourhoods and Families, and 
between Perſons of Diſtinction, who are ſometimes 
never reconciled, to the great Shame of Chriſtia- 
nity, and a Multitude of more great Sins and Crimes, 
roo tedious to inſert here, ſeeing my Aim is to 
ſhow how you may avoid the Commiſſion of ſo great 
Crimes for the future, againſt which God has de- 


nounced ſo great Curſes and Woes in this Life, 


and in the Life to come, eternal Miſery ; and ſo 
much more heinous our Sins are, as we poſſeſs the 
| beſt and moſt perfect Rule of Life and Manners, 
the Chriſtian Religion, far ſurpaſſing the Jewiſh 
Conſtitution, and Heatheniſh Principles, which in 
Time paſt have, and co now, overſpread the World 
In ſome Parts. | 
Therefore I exhort, nay beg and be ſeech you, 
by the tender Mercies of God, whereby the 
Day-Spring from on High hath viſited us; 
To be very careful to know what ſort of Perſons 
you yourſelf ought to be at ſuch Time, when you 
are chuſing out from among yourſelves, Men to do 
God Service' both in Church and Statez Men to re- 
preſent his Majeſty, to promote Glory, and Honour, 
here upon Earth; to execute his Laws, and to main- 
tain the Authority of them, againſt thoſe Multitudes 
of Enemies, that the Devil, in all the Ages of the 
World, has ſtirred up to oyerthrow them. 5 


And 
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alſo from thoſe many Crimes we are guilty of, by 


L 63 
And ſince the Lord hath been ſo mercifol to ns, ſo 


as to give us the glorious Light and Sunſhine of his 
holy Goſpel, to light us through this Vale of Tears 


and Miſery, to a Kingdom prepared for us before 


the Foundation of the World. That ye would be 
have in this, as in all the other great Tranſactions 
of your Lives, which ſo much concerns your eter- 
nal, as well as temporal Welfare; and above al] 


the Glory of God, the ſetting forth and furthering 


of his Kingdom of Grace and good Works among 
us here, and his Kingdom of Glory in Heaven here- 
after. And likewiſe the due Accompliſhment and 
fulfilling of his bleſſed Will, as well as the obtain- 
ing of our daily Food, and the neceſſary Things of 
this Life : Ard alſo the obtaining of the Forgiveneſs 
of our Sins, as we do wiſh, and deſire God to for- 
give us; and that in order to keep us in Temptation, 


as well as Deliverance out of them. And likewiſe, 


our being delivered from the Puniſhment, as well as 
the Dominion of thoſe great Evils and Sins, that 
we are ſo prone to by our natural Frailty : And 
being, as it were, Partakers in other Mens Sins. 
I ſay it moſt nearly concerns you diligently to 


ſearch into your own Breaſts, what Sort of Mind 
there ought to be in you, when you are to chuſe 


ſuch Perſons. | | 42 

In order to do which, Conſider how free your 
Heart ought to be from all Partiality and Injuſtice ; 
how free from Malice and Envy, and your Bands 
likewiſe from Bribes to blind the Eye of your Un- 
derſtanding, and ſo to ſell your all for a Morſel of 


Bread, or a Cup of Drink, And alſo how ſober 


and quiet ought you to be, without making of Tur 


mults, and inſulting one another, ſeeing ye. are Bre- 
thren, and Profeſſors of the ſame Faith, Partakers 
of the ſame Hope and Redemption, one as well as 
another, and have all the ſame Freedom to act, or 
416 $ ; i 2 71. N ſpeak 


71 
ſpeak your Minds, every one as he ſhall think fit; 
or as God, by his over-ruling Providence, ſhalt 
move or guide you to ſpeak, in ſuch Caſes that ſo 
peculiarly concern his Glory, and the Good of his 
Creatures, that thus obey and truſt in him; who 
knows the Hearts of all Men; and in whoſe Hand 
it is to make great, and to give Grace unto all; 
and who alſo knows whether your Hearts are full of 
that Grace and Gift of his holy Spirit, which is 
requiſite at ſuch Times, as if it were poſſible for 
you to know what the Man will do, or how he 
will behave. himſelf, after he is choſen, or inveſted 
with the Power. LES 
And he alſo knows whether you are guilty before 
him, of any of thoſe great Crimes incident to ſuch 
Times, and marks both the Good and Evil of your 
Thoughts and Words, as well as your Actions, and 
ſo rewards you accordingly. For he ſends evil Ru- 
lers as a Scourge and Rod tor a ſinful and diſobe- 
dient People, that they eating of the Fruit of their 
own Doings, and feeling the fatal Conſequences of 
j thoſe Vices that they follow, may juſtly blame 
themſelves for their Folly, and ſo learn to fear his 
Juſtice and Threats, daily pronounced by the Mouths 
of his Servants, againſt all Ungodlineſs and Un- 
 Tighteouſneſs of Men. For certainly his Spirit is 
the ſame to Day as Yeſterday, and will be ſo as long 
as this World endureth; in the Months of his Ser- 
vants: For as of ourſelves, we are not able of our 
ſelves, ſo much as to think a good Thought, much 
Jeſs ſpeak a good Word, or perform a. goed Action; 
But it is God that worłetb in us both to will, and to do 
of bis good Pleaſure, What Evil we do 4s of our 
Own corrupt Hearts, and by the Inſtigation and 
Suggeſtions of the Devil, who is always working 
by that Temporal Bleſſing, be it what it will, that 
we ſeem to place moſt Happineſs, or beftow moſt 
Love upon, 1 
And 
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And furthermore, it is not only the taking Care = 
to have a good Diſpoſition of Mind in yourſelves | 
alone, but you mult ngeayour to inſtil good Pt in- ; 
ciples into othets alſo, whom you ſee to be de- { 
ſtitute of them. And above all, call moſt humbly a 
and heartily upon God to ſend his heavenly Aid; t 
and that he would, by bis Almighty Power, ſo di- { 
rect and rule your Hearts, by the ſecret inſpiration b 
of his Holy Spirit, that ye may make a good Choice. 0 
And afterwards, chiefly for his Glory, and your q 
own Good, that he would be pleaſed to make him ( 
ſuch a one as you deſire, or he abſolutely — 9 
him to be. | n 

And after that you have wade thus your Choice, 7 

and your Choice does not ſucceed, but that an evil 1 
or wicked Perſon is choſen, who by his natural or ill f 
Diſpoſition of Mind, will prove to be an Ene- t 
my to God, by his wicked Works, and an Enemy d 
to his f by reaſon of his Vices: Then I 
here you muſt not repine at Providence, or * 
murmur at the moſt High, that he hath: ſuffered t 
it thus to be, but as Sammie did for Saul, mourn in bi 
ſecret for him, and for the Iniquity of the Age; 0 
and be very careful that you give no Occaſion by Tt 
your Sins, to provoke God to ſcourge you with an a, 


Enemy; but Pray earneſtly for him, and endeavour B 
to mend one; and when you have done that, ſtrive A 
to allure others to your Practice, by your good 5 
IF 


Example, 'viz. by your Picty and Charity, your 
Self-denial and Humilicy, and conſequently all the 


Virtues of a Chriſtian Lite. Theſe Things I hum- H 
biy pray and beſeech you to follow and practice, as C( 
you tender the Love and Favour of God, the free b 
Uſe of your Religion, the free Privilege and End as 
joyment of all you: Laws and Liberties, your Life, tl 
your Poſſeſſion, your all here; and your all in all, F 
your Enjoyment © of the Preſence and Favour of = i 
an 


1 51 


and 1 and Happineſs for ever hereafter in bis 


heavenly Kingdom. 


Now, in the ſecond Place: I ſhall endeavour to 
ſhow you the Benefit that you are likely to reap by 


a good Choice; and next the great Evils that at- 


tend a bad Choice ; and Thirdly, I ſhall ſet down 


ſome plain and ealy Rules, which, if obſerved, will 
he a Means to guide and direct you to make a good 
Fhoice, and to deſcern a bad one. 
Then Firſt, As to the Benefits of a good Choice, 
bor more properly the Choice of a vertuous Men 
duly qualified for ſuch. a Truft) I have before 
- * — the Vertues ſuch a Perſon ought to be 
endowed with, in order to ſhow what ſort of Per- 
ſon you ſhould make your Choice of. And now I 
ſhall only ſhow the natural Tendency of thoſe Ver- 


tnes,..1/t, to the Honour and Glory of God; 2dly, 


to our own Good; and 3dly, to our Neighbours 
Edification and Salvation, as well as the Temporal 
Bleſſings that flow from them; which laſt ought not 


to be mentioned in com pariſon with the other. As 


to the Vertues then, I begin, firſt, with Piety and 
Charity, which are the beſt Foundation to build all 
the other upon ; we being taught by our Saviour, 
and his great Apoſtle St. Paul, that they are the 
Bond of Peace, and Head of all Vertues. For, firſt, 


A truly pious Man will be always ſeeking. the 


onour of God, and the Furtherance and Enlarge- 

ment of his Kingdom ; will endeavour to fulfil his 
moſt holy Will, as readily and chearfully as his holy 
Angels do in Heaven ; and will be ſolicitous (ind 
count it worthy of the chief and greateſt part of 
bis Care) to preſerve the true Worſhip of the one 
only true God uncwrupted, and free from any 
thing that may look like Idolatry or Superſtition, 
Formality or Hypocriſy; or more like an outs 


ward Form, than the vital and true Spirit of Reli- 
2 Np gion, 
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gion, which it enjoins; namely, the Worſhipping of 
God in Spirit and in Truth, as he requires. 

Secondly, He will be very careful to preſerve 
Dund Doctrine, and to ſee that the poor Babes 
are duly fed with the ſircere Milk of the Word, 


. oa as Eiias is 8 


that they may grow thereby, as well as thoſe of ri- 
per Years with ſtrong Meat. | 
Thirdly, He will be very careful to preſerve, and 
always to aſſiſt and further the ſetting apart Times 
for God's more immediate Worſhip, the Calling 
upon him for Mercy and Direction in Matters of 
great Importance, and wherein they want, in a 
more particular manner, his more immediate Help I 
and Aſſiſtance, who has promiſed, that they who j 
put their Truſt in him, and in his Mercy, and lean C 
not unto their own Underſtandings, ſhall not miſ- 1 
carry. | 35 5 | 1 
Fourthly,, He will make it his greateſt Care and x 
Concern to further the outward Worſhip of God, G 
by taking a particular Care of thoſe Places that are <« 
ſet apart for his Worſhip ; and likewiſe where they 1 
are wanting, will be inſtrumental to the building more, 1 
and Preſervation of thoſe in good Repair that ar þ 
already built; and alſo to keep them decent and id 1 
ſome meaſure ſuitably ornamented, according to the 8 
great End they were deſigned for; namely, the 0 
Honour and Glory of our great Creator, Redeemer, b 
and Sanctifier, and our Chriſtian Profeſſion; and 2 
will likewiſe be of the ſame Opinion that holy Da» "cc 
vid was, when he ſpake to his Princes, before his C 
Death, of iH Temple that his Son Solomon was to S1 
build unto the Lord, who ſays, The Houſe that it ne 
to be builded unto the Lord, muſt he exceeding magni- ar 
fical, of Fame, and of Glory, through all Countries; I will M 
nom therefore make Preparation fil it, I Chron. xxii, 5. us 
Fiſthhy, He will make it part of his particular pe 
Care likewiſe to ſee (not only himſelf and Family ar 
duly to worſhip God) but all others over whom he ne 


hath 


hath a right given him to exerciſe Authority in God's 


Name; and alſo to further his Glory, and Man's 


Salvation: So as to make People duly to frequent 


our Churches, and the publick Worſhip of God 
conſtituted and appointed by their lawful Supe- 
riors; and to puniſh thoſe who, without a lawful 
Cauſe, abſent themſelves from the publick Adora- 
tion and Worſhip of their great Creator; thoſe 
_ who go into, and ſpend their Time in publick 
Houſes, or, otherwiſe lawful, Diverſions, in the 
Time of Divine Service, and likewiſe ſpend the 
reſt of the Day in Tippling, Gaming, and other 
idle Paſtimes, which are contrary both to the Laws 
of God and Man. He will be careiul to do his ut- 
moſt towards providing and making in that Behalf 


Laws to ſuppreſs Immorality, lrreligion, and pro- 


phaneneſs: For certainly God's Command to the 
Jews was ſo ſtrict, that whoever was found, in open 
Contempt of the Command after it was given by 
God, doing any manner of Work, that was un- 
neceſſary to be done on the Sabbath Day, ſhould 

e put to Death. And for an Inſtance of ir, he com- 
manded the Man, that was found gathering a few 
Sticks on the Sabbath Day, to be ſtoned to Death. 


Of how much ſeverer Puniſhment then ſhall we 


be thought worthy, who do much worſe than the 
gathering of a few Sticks to make us a Fire in a 
cold Day to warm ourſelves by; who are guilty of 
Curſing, Swearing, Drinking, and conſuming our 
Subſtance in riotous Living on the Lord's-Day, 
notwithſtanding that we have much greater Lighz 
and Knowledge of the Goodneſs, Wiſdom, and 
Mercy of God, in creating the World, and giving 
Us! the Uſe of all his good Creatures for our cor- 
poral Nouriſhment, and comfortable Living here, 
and, which is infinitely more valuable, has put a 
new Song of Thankſgiving into our Mouths, for the 
Myſtery of our Tr”; by fending his dearly 
| 2 


beloved 
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beloved Son to redeem us from the Curſe of the 
Law, and to purchaſe to himſelf a peculiar people, 
and zealous of good Works. And this one Day in 
the Week he hath, in great Mercy to us, reſer ved 
to himſelf, that we might lay aſide our worldly 
Affairs, and ſo have Time to ſpend in Meditation, 
and in contemplating of his infinite Love and Com- 
paſſion towards Mankind. And for a continual Re- 
membrance of theſe his ineſtimable Benefits, he hath . 
ordained Signs and Tokens of his endleſs Love, his 
Sacraments in his Church. { 

Ovght not we then, io an humble Senſe of our 
own Uuworthineſs, to meditate upon this his great 
Goodneſs ; and if it were poſſible, to ſpend all our 
Days in praiſing and adoring his infinite Mercy 
towards vs; and alſo in bewailing our manifold 
Sins and Wickedneſs, which ſo eaſily beſet us, and 
ſo hinder us in running the Race that js ſet before 
us, that we may obtain the Prize of eternal Life, 
which God hath given us in his dear Son: In his 
dear Son, I fay, who made his whole Life a Sab- 
bath, and holy unto the Lord, that he might take 
away the Guilt of our Breaches of his weekly Sab. 
bath, even the Sins of Infirmity ; Sins which we our 
ſelves, at all times, are not able to reſiſt, but com- 
monly fall in the Temptation, when we have done 
the beſt we can to do our Duty to God: But he never 
came to ſave obſtinate Sinners, who deſpiſe making, 
uſe of the Means of Salvation, and of OS. them 
out of Evil. ; 

Of which Means the Keeping the very Day that 
God hath reſerved, for us to receive ſpiritual 
Food and Nouriſhment i in, 1s the greateſt ; and who- 
foever duly and truly, with all his Mig ht, and 
cording to the utmoſt of his Knowlotes ſpends ds 
this Day in the Duties of the ſame, ſhall find Mercy 
and Grace to help in Time of Need, and ſhall be 
able, in the e of this Spiritual Food, to ar- 
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rive at his Journey's End, even to the Mount of 
God; and ſhall never thirſt, but have a Well- ſpring 
of Grace, ſpringing up in him to everlaſting Life. 


have ſaid the more on this Subject, becauſe I 


would, if poſſible, be a Means and Inſtrument of 
raiſing my Brethren out of that ſleepy Lethargy, 


namely, their Inſenſibility of the great Importance 
of that fundamental Duty of keeping the Chriſtian 


Sabbath, and ſpending it as they ought, whether 


in the publick, or more private Exerciſes of the 
Worſhip and Service of God. And I earneſtly 
beg and pray God the Father of Mercies, that he 


would be pleaſed to bleſs my Endeavours, and to 
crown them with Succeſs, for the Sake and only 


Merits, of his dearly beloved Son Jeſus Chriſt, cur 
moft bleſſed Lord and Saviour, Amen. And hereby 
all might enjoy the greateſt of Bleſſings, if it were 
Not their own Fault; they might ſerve God with- 
ont Fear in Singleneſs of Heart all the Days of 
their Life, did but every one, in their ſeveral Of- 
fices, and the Truſts repoſed in them, execute the 
good Laws already made for the Puniſhment of 
Wickedneſs and Vice, and for the Maintainance of 


Piety and Vertue, and every good Work, conducive 
to the Welfare, Peace, and Tranquility of Maa- 


8 — 1 = 

: Bleſſed be God for the Piety and Vertne of our 
Anceſtors, which have ſupplied us with ſo many 
good and wholeſome Laws in that Behalf z which 


we might reap the Benefit of, if it were not for 


our Negligence, 1n not ſtanding up, as we are bound 
in Honour and Conſcience, againſt the Workers of 


Iniquity, but behaving ourſelves with Indifferency, 


and conniving, as it were, at Iniquity and Pro- 
phaneneſs, Adultery and Fornication, Laſciviouſneſs 
and Senſuality, Curſing and Swearing, Cc. which 
Things, by Perſons of all Religions, Opinions, Sechs, 
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and Perſuaſions, are owned and acknowledged to be 
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great Sins; and in holy Scripture, which all ac- 
knowledge to be the only perfect Rule of Life and 
Manners, are condemned, being contrary to all that's 
good, and in a ſpecial Manner inconliſtent with the 
Practice of the Chriſtian Religion, and the Imita- 
tion of that Pattern that Chriſt hath ſet us, and the 
Doctrine that he taught us. By this our Silence 
at the Commiſſion of theſe Crimes, (which are to | 1 
be re proved according to our Saviour's DireCtior) 
we become equally guilty before God (tho' not 
our Legiſlators) of them: And at lat, through 
our Hardneſs of Heart, and Neglect of the Means 
to preſerve us from Ruin, we run into the ſame 
Exceſs, and ſo ruin both the Sonl aad Body of our 
ſelves and others. oo 
By what hath been ſaid, you may plaialy ſee 
what great Bleſſings and Benefits are likely to. be 
reaped from a pious Man, by how much better it is 
to walk in Light, than to walk in Darkneſs, and in a 
Way where you know not whither you are going; 
beſides the Bleſſing that the Life of ſuch a Man is 
in the World, as may eaſily be proved, if needful. 4 
And thus much for Piet. 
Secondiy, Now I ſhall proceed to ſet forth the 
Vertue of Charity, or Love. This is taught us from 
God by the Mouth of Sr. Paul, to be the Bond of 
Perfection, and Source of all Vertves; and without | 
which, altho' alive, we are counted dead before 
him, and no more than as a tinkling Cymbal, or 
as ſounding Braſs, Without this univerſal Love 
and Regard for ourſelves and all Mankind, our 
beſt Attions put on another Face; a Face of Self- 
Love, of Tyranny and Oppreſſion, of Pride and 
Ambition, @'c. But TE y 
Firſt, As to the Excellency of this Vertue, it is 
of nndoubted Truth, that where Love is, there is 
Joy, Peace, Plenty, Long-ſuffering, forbearing one 
another, forgiving one another, even as we woutd, 
vpon 


FT. 


upon true 'Repentance, receive Forgiveneſs of our 
Offences at God's Hand. But as God has no where 
promiſed Forgiveneſs to obſtinate and wilfull Sin- 
ners, ſo here we are not commanded to forgive 
our Brother, except he turn again, and ſay I re- 
pent; that is, ask Forgiveneſs, and acknowledge 
his Fault; and then we muſt forgive him, if we 
would be forgiven. 


Therefore as Charity ties us to forgive thoſe 


Who acknowledge their Faults, ſo it binds us to 


puniſh thoſe who perſiſt in their Wickedneſs and - 


evil Courſes; to the Intent that they, eating of 
the Fruit of their own Ways, and feeling the Rod 
of Correction, may be brought to a Seaſe of their 
Sins, and may repent to the Acknowledgment of 
the Truth : For if they be ſo obſtinate that they 
will not repent, but ſtill follow their evil Courſes, 
then at laſt we muſt yield them up to Juſtice, to 
be puniſhed according to the Crimes they have com- 
mitted, that they receiving their Puniſhment in this 
World, God may have Mercy on them in the Day 
of Judgement. And thus much for Charity, as it 
concerns and conduces to the Good of Perſons 
joined in a Society. 2 

Secondly, I ſhall ſpeak to the Nature of it in a 


ſingular Perſon, and eſpecially ſuch a one as is fit 


to be choſen from among his Brethren, and fellow 


Heirs of the ſame precious Faith and Promiſes, in 
God and Chriſt, and of the ſame political Body 
whereof he is a Member, to ſerve God, his King, 


and Country, according to the Rules required, and 
for thoſe Ends and Purpoſes expected, of him by 
God, as well as Man. „ 

Firſt then, Charity will always make him to be 
yvery eaſy, and fatisfied to be doing what good 


he can in that Station and Place, which God by 


his over-ruling Providence has been pleaſed to place 
him in. And he will count it all Joy, to be _ 
| go 
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good to all Men, but particularly to that Society | 
of Men, whoſe Perſons, Lives, Religion, Intereſt, 
Liberty, Property, and Welfare, he is antecedently 
bound in Conſcience, as well as ſworn to maintain, 
and ſecure to them; and likewiſe to uphold for 
them all their old Laws and. Conſtitutions, ſo far as 
they tend to the Promotion of their Welfare and 
Happigeſs, And as he is, or ought to be, ſuperior 
to them in Eſtate, and knows that he is accounta- 
ble to God for his .Management thereof, he will, 
from a Senſe of his Duty,. not dare to do any 
thing he knows beforehand may be detrimental, 
to his own Intereſt, as well as to that of others. - 
Secondly, Charity will make him humble, and cauſe 
that he will not exalt himſelf above his Brethren, 
fo as to wrong them to ſupport his Ambition, and 
haughty Deſires. He will always be w willing to 
know what are the Wants, the Grievances, and 
the Mind of his little Parllament that choſe him, 
before he will preſume to go to ſpeak. on their 
Behalf, before, and in, that Aſſembly, wherein the 
different Intereſts of ſo many Perſgns are concerned. 
For what could be ſaid of a Perſon that was to be 
ſent Ambaſſador from a Prince, or a State, to tranſ- 
act ſome 'Bufineſs of Importante, if he ſhould de- 
part without his Inſtructions, and ſhould act in the 
Affair intruſted to him, according as his own ſepa- 
rate Intereſt or Ambition might prompt bim, with- 
out conſulting the Mind and Intereſt of thoſe by 
whom he was ſent. What, I ſay, could be expec- 
ted from ſuch a one but Diſappointment ; ; and the 
Miſcarriage of the Matter he had taken vpon him 
to manage? The Application of this to the Pur- 
poſe i in hand is eaſy and obyians to every one. 
When any one acts for another, or in the Name 
of another Man, he onght to act according to the 
Directions of the Perſon that employs bim; which 
yu he does, he will be chargeable with 2 
: ant 


- : 
. — OY „ — „ cos Ks 1 ——_ Mt ao is r 


* 
4 


* 


8551 


Want of Sticceſh may attend him, and liable ton make N 


good what Damage may thereby be ſuſtained. 
Thirdly, It will make him always treat with Re- 


ſped, thoſe whom he repreſents; and he will al- 
ways acknowledge the Obligations that he has upon 


him, to ſerve them, and to be doing them good. 
And altho he is in a manner choſen their Head, yet 
he'is Servant of all, and muſt be ſerviceable to all, 


>, Foxrebly, He will never be puffed up, ſo as to 


think, that now 1 have the Power in my own 


| Hands, I may do what I pleaſe; they have no Power 
over me; I may either ſerve them, or my ſelf, 


paying my 


which I pleaſe; I may chuſe the 
Debts, or do Injury, and they can't Tue me for it: 
But he will ſubmit himſelf to thoſe Ties of Honour 
and Conſcience, upon the Opinion of which there 
was ſuch a Confidence placed in him, and Privile- 


ges conferred upon him; and will do nothing that 
tends to the Subverſion of, or is derogatory from 
thoſe Laws he is bound to maintain, 


Fiftbly, He will not look ro his own, ſo-much as 


| the Publick Welfare and Ad vantage; and will endea- 


our to be like his bleſſed Lord and Maſter Chriſt 


Jeſas, who pleaſed not himſelf, that he might ſet 


us an Exemple, that like as he was, ſo ſhould we 
be in this World. He'll not be of ſuch a merce- 
nary Temper, as to make his Place a Place of Gain 
to himſelf, any further than as he is a Partaker of 
©thoſe Bleſſings that flow alike to all. And ſince by 
the Bleſſing of God, and his own Induſtry, or by 


Inheritance, he remains poſſeſſed of a greater Por- 


tion of this World's Goods than his Brethren, he 


will ſcorn to make any Merchandize of his Fellow. 
Members, but will act in pure Love to them, ex- 


petting no Reward but from him, who is the Giver 
of all good Things, and has railed him vp for that 


very End and Purpoſe, RE 


\ 
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Sixtbly, He will take no Delight in any falſe 
Stiows. of Honour, or Wealth, or any other Thing 
that may lead him aſide from acting according to 
a good Conſcience, and the Sincerity of his Inten- : 
tions, and accordiag to his Duty to God and his 
| Neighbour : Or that is contrary to Truth, or a- 
gainſt the Intereſt of true Religion, or of his King 
and Country. Nor will he endeavour to cover and 
hide Wickedneſs and Villany, or to ſer up Tyranny. A 
and Oppreſſion, or to countenance Vice, and aban- f 
don Vertue. „ VVV | 
Seventbly, He will make it his daily Recreation and 
Delight, to purſue thoſe' Things that are good and 
praiſe- worth believing, and hoping, and waiting 
patiently for his Reward, and bleſſed Welcome from 
his great Lord and Maſter, who will give him the 
gracious Welcome of Well done thou good and faith- 
ful Servant, enter thou into the Foy of thy Lord. 
Eigbtiy, and laſtly, He will be always mindful 
of the Cauſe of the Poor, Widow, and fatherleſs | 
Child; ofthe Blind and Lame, Poor and Aged; and 0 
careful that there be made neceſſary Proviſions for | 
them ; that they may. be ſapported every one in j 
their ſeveral Wants, and according to their reſpec- BY 
( 
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e 
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tive Neceſſities: That is, that the poor Widow be 
maintained, the ſatherleſs Children be taught their 
Duty to God, and bred vp and educated, fo that 

they may become an uſeful Part of Mankind; and 
that the Blind be not ſuffered to wander out of the » 1 
Way, for want of.a Guide ; and that the Lame be 1 
not trod upon for want of a Help; and that the c 
Poor be fed, the Aged cloathed. And even, as in 0 
the natural Body when any of the Members is t 
diſabled or burt, all the others ſuffer with it, 5 


and every one in its Place is employ'd for its \'t 
Relief; ſo will he, as a principal Member of the n 
Body Politick, ſympathiſe with the Afflictions of b 
any Fellow- Member; nor will he ſuffer any to e 


periſh 1 
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periſh for want of Support and Aſſiſt ance, but 
will preſerve 'em in Health and Soundneſs, that 
each may perform his Office. And thus much for 
thoſe great and fundamental Vertues of Piety and 
Coarity..- Er „„ 
Secondly, Juſtice and Righteovſneſs are in like man- 
ner great Bleſſings to Mankind. By the Rules of Juſtice 
good and wholeſome Laws are made, which are, as it 
were, the daily Food, Subſiſtance, and Suſtainance 
of the Body Politick: For as without good Food 
the natural Body would grow feeble, and languiſh, 
being fed with ſuch Traſh, as would deſtroy, inſtead 
of preſerving it in Health and Soundneſs : So with» 
out good Laws and Conſtitutions, a Community 
muſt needs fall to Decay; and unleſs by a due Dif: 
tribution of Rewards to the Obedient, and Puniſh- 
ments to the Diſobedient (which is as Phyſick to a 
ſick Perſon) thoſe Laws be rightly put in Execution, 
it will be but in vain to expect that the Common- 
wealth can ever recover from its Indiſpoſition, or 
retrieve its former natural Strength and Vigour, 
From theſe Things therefore we conclude, and may 
plainly ſee, that Juſtice prepares what 1s fit to be 
done by us, in order not only to our Being, but our 
well-being here, as well as our Happineſs hereafter. 
——_ Eo 8 
Next, As Juſtice prepares the Food, (that is good 
*Laws,) ſo Righteouſneſs adminiſters and conveys the 
Benefits of them to us; and conſequently by re- 
ceiving them according to their due Courſe and 
Order, we ſhall reap the Advantages of them; when 
they are well. digeſted, that is, underſtood, juſtly 
uſed, and obeyed by us. For otherwiſe, if the Na- 
ture of good Food is not known, and is not uſed 
moderately, and received with Thankſgiving by us, 
but gluttonized, waſted and proſtituted to Drunk- 
enneſs, and abuſed to ill Ends; it will then work 
moſt diſmal Effects in our mortal Bodies. | 
| D 2 . 
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neglected, or too induſtriouſly abuſed. 
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Even ſo when good Laws are made bad Uſe of; 
that is, when Juſtice has appointed every Man his 
Right, and Righteovſneſs given every Man his Due, 
and that then we ſeek by Fraud and Injuſtice, (un- 
der the Name and Colour of Juſtice and Righte- 
ouſneſs) to rob and defraud one another of his 
Dues : Then the good Laws thus abuſed, will work 
as much Injury to a State, or Community of Men 
knit. and bound to one another by the Law (which 


zs as the Joints and Sinews, Food and Suſtenance to 


our human Bodies;) as our wholeſome Food does to 
our Bodies when abuſed; and ſo will produce rui- 
nous Effects, and become a Diſeaſe like Drunkenneſs, 


. 
. 


by making Righteouſneſs to ſtagger when too much 


But then when theſe Diſeaſes do appear, and be- 
come dangerous to the Body Politick, we mult 
apply to the Phyſician, the lawful Magiſtrate ; who 
muſt, like a skilful Phyſician, ſearch and know the 
Cauſe of the Diſcaſe, as well as the Diſeaſe, that 
he may know how to apply his Phyſick, in order 
to make a perfect Cure of the Patient; that is, tc 
give to the Vertuous their proper Rewards, and to 
the Vicious their proper Puniſhments, 

That he thereby may ſecure Peace and Righte- 
ouſneſs, Juſtice and- Charity among Mankind, and 
that they may live in Obedience to thoſe good Rules 
of Life that God hath given, and that they have, 


made and conſtituted of themſelves, for their own 
Safety. And thus much for Juſtice and Righteouſ- 


neſs, ſo far as they make for the Publick Welfare of 

Mankind. 5 Ws” N 
Secondly, I ſhall proceed to ſhow the Advantages 

of them in a ſingle Perſon, As _ + oy 

_ Firſt, Juſtice will in the firſt Place graft in him 


a Love of Truth, and will make bim always, to the 


belt of his Knowledge, act according to it; that is, 
will make him to do always thoſe Things that he 


45 juſtify before all the World; and it will make 


L 
him very careful how he gives his Aſſent or Con- 
ſent to any Action or Thing, that he, according to 
the beſt of his Knowledge, Prudence, or Foreſight, 
may reaſonably judge or cenſure (agreeably to the 
ordinary Courſe of Things in this World) to be 
contrary to the true internal Good and Welfare of 
his Fellow Creatures. ; . | 
Aud in order to help out theſe his poor finite 


| Capacities, which are not always, nor at all Times, 
. able to judge what may be for their Good and Ad- 


vantage, the divine Law of God ſteps in to ſuccour 
him, and to be (as David ſays) a Lantern unto bis 
Feet, and a Light unto his Paths, And by this Law, 
and according to the beſt of his Underſtanding, 
(which there he learns to be given him by God) he 
guides, judges, and frames all his Actions; nay re- 
gulates his Thoughts and Words; ſo that whate- 
ver he finds agreeable to the Will of God, and ac- 
cording to his Commands, (who is Truth and Wil 
dom itſelf ) he readily believes, acquieſces in, aſſenis 
and conſents to do and performit. And this is the 


genuine Effect of a juſt Mind, or that inward think- 


* 


* 


ing Principle, by which all our Words and Actions 
are framed, the Soul of Man, to which the Body 
is but a Cell or Covering, and obeys it in what- 
ever it judges or determines fit for it to do; is 
carried about by it, thinks, ſpeaks, and acts by it; 
and when it leaves it, it moulders away, and returns 
to Duſt and Aſhes, and is not to be endured among 
the reſt of thoſe Fellow Beings, which perhaps, the 
Hour, or Day before, it was ſpeaking to, and con- 
verſant with, and ſeemed to be moſt fond of: So 
y viſibly does the internal Man appear in this one 

Action of the Mind, Judgement 
Then Secondly, As to Righteouſneſs : This it is 
that compleats a juſt Mind; this will make s Man 
always ready and willing to fulfil whatſoeyer — 
8 33 . "7, | : 95 jofl 


[22 1] 


- vt Mind diſcerns to be his Duty, and reaſonable 


and fitting for him to do or perform, as well the ui 
Laws of Humanity, or the natural Dictates of our Cl 
Conſciences, as the Divine Law of God, which 0 
does not at all extinguiſh the Law of Reaſon, or tl 
what our Capacities may judge fit and reaſonable | 
to be done by us; but adds a greater Force unto it, t 


raiſes it up to a higher Pitch than ever, and opens 
to us Secrets which have been hid from us in bd 
Times, and even from the Foundation of the World, 
but were revealed unto us in theſe laſt Days by his 
Son: And theſe Things, though they are above our 
Human Reaſon to comprehend, yet they are ſuch 
neceſſary Truths, as are in themſelves reaſonable to 
be believed and practiſed by us, according to that | 
Notion our natural Reaſon ſuggeſts to us (without 4 
the Help of Divine Revelation) of the Deity; and 
Jo makes them the Object of our Faith, that we 
thereby may the more admire and adore the infinite 
Wiſdom of our heavenly. Father in contriving, and. 
the infinite Love of his dear Son in performing ſo 
great a Work, as the great Miſtery of our Redemp- , MW |, 
For if it had not been ſo exceeding wonderful; 
and if our Saviour had not done the Works that 
no other Man did, we might have challenged as 
much our ſelves, and conſequently not have belie- 
ved that he was God as well as Man, and Man as 
well as God; for what Works he did, he did by 
his own Power, and none but God could do them; 
which is a Myſtery but reaſonable to be believed, as 
are all other Myſteries in Religion; as might eaſily 
and plainly be proved, if either ſuitable or necef- 
ſary ; but ſhall be omitted at this Time, becauſe I 
am ſpeaking to thoſe who profeſs the ſame Faith 
and Hope with me; and what I have here ſaid on 
that Subject, was only to prove, how that God by 
the Light of the Scriptures, never deſigned to ex- 
. . tinguiſh 


/ 


C 
tingniſh that leſſer Light (or the Reaſonableneſs) 
of our Souls which he had given us, to diſtinguſn 
us from other Animals and brute Beaſts: And ac- 
cording to which Reaſon that he at firſt planted in 
our Nature, he deals with us, even as reaſonable 
thinking Free Agents, and intellectual Beings, _ 
Thus Righteouſneſs will make a Man careful both 
to believe and obey all Things that God has been 
pleaſed to reveal to us concerning himſelf ; and al- 
"What his natural Reaſon, with the Aids and 
Aſſiſtances of his Holy Spirit, teaches him further 
to believe and to do, in order to aniwer the great 
End of our Creation, namely, for his Glory and 
our Salvation. Oy 5 1 
Secondly, Righteouſneſs will make him render un- 
to Man likewiſe all thoſe Dnes, that Juſtice before 
had given a Right to. As, firſt, he will be very punc- 
tual in ſpeaking always the Truth from his Heart, 
counting Truth to be a juſt Debt due to all that 
are Partakers of the ſame Nature with him; and 
when the Truth ought not to be ſpoken, for either 
Decency or Order's ſake, then to tell them it is nor 
proper the Truth ſhould be told, rather than tell a 
Lie; and this be does, leſt even the Truth it ſelf 
' ſhould, at ſuch a Time, prove prejudicial to ſome 
Men, by reaſon of a peculiar Indiſpoſition to bear 
it. However the Love of Truth will make him al- 
ways ſo careful, that he will do nothing whereby 
he may be tempted to buy off the Shame or 
Crime of one Sin, with the committing a greater; 
and out of which Courſe of Sinning, even of telling 
of Lies, he may never himſelf return; beſides the 
great Injuſtice and Affront that he puts upon his 
Neighbour. And ſecondly, It will make a Man 
not inquiſitive' into other Mens Matters, that are 
not proper to be known but to thoſe to whom 
they belong; and not to give another an Occaſion to - 
tell him Lies, to hide thoſe Things from e | 
| | whic 


\ 


which in Juſtice: to himſelf he could not difcloſ*' b 
And concerning this Matter, ſince we have menti- Aa 
oned it, this may be ſaid by the Bye, that If any KF n 
ſhould be ſo idle, as to ask any ſuch Queſtion, *tis 
better to affront them, by telling them that it does 
not belong to them to know, or to ask, ſuch Things, 
and that you have no Buſineſs to tell, or that it is 
not proper for them to know it; than for you both | 
to diſpleaſe the God of Truth, and to abuſe them, 
in tellisg them a naked Lie, or an Equivocation. 
- Thirdly, Righteouſneſs will make a Man to be 
careful to pay all Men whatever is'their Right to 
receive of him, whether by the Laws of Reaſon and 

Religion, or by any poſitive Contract or Agreement 
according to the Laws of Men, The firſt Perſon 

here to be conſidered, is the King, to whom, by be- 
ing his Subject, he owes Honour, Reſpect, and Re- 
verence, becanſe of his Office, and the Majeſty he 
repreſents, Obedience and Submiſſion to all his law-_ 
ful Commands; as alſo Tribute for his Maintenance, 
and the preſerving his Authority and Power, Next 
to the King are all other Magiſtrates and Gover- 
nours, to whom he owes Submiſſion and Obedience \ 
in their ſeveral Stations. After them are all other 
his Fellow Members, whether his Superiors in Pow- 
er, in Honour and Riches, or his Equals; to both 
whom he owes all due Reſpect and Deference ſui- 
ted to their ſeveral Degrees; and, in a word, he 

owes to all Mankind Love and Reſpect, for the ſake * 
of him whoſe Workmanſhip he is, and whoſe Image 

he bears; and in a more eſpecial manner to thoſe 
who are of the Houſehold of Faith, and arenenew- 

ed after the Image of him that created them. To 
his Inferiours he /owes Succour and Relief, and 

Aſſiſtances in their Needs. To his Trades People 

their juſt Bills and Accounts, for his uſeful Ne. 
, | cellaries of Life; and to his Servants and Houſehold 
he owes Maintenance: And all thoſe Dues that 406k 
1 ore 
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| hefore has alligned them, be forthwith daily quits 
and diſcharges; and the Effect of this Righteouſ- 
neſs, is Quietneſs and Aſſurance for ever. 
 Therdly, By bis being a Man that is of a ſuitable 
- Eftate, and living in the Neighbourhood; near the 
Society or Corporation, or in the Country for which 
he is choſen; theſe following great Benefits are 
likely to be expected, and will attend it: Such as 
firſt, He thereby will become acquainted with the 
tre of their Conſtitutions, Liberties, and Cuſ- 
' toms, thereby the better to defend them againſt 
any Attempt by others to invade them, Secondly, 
They will thereby have the better Opportunity to 
have an Intercourſe with him, to acquaint him of 
- any Grievances, or Miſdemeanors, or any Matter 
.or Thing that may concern their publick Welfare 
and Safety. Thirdly; He will the better be able 
to judge of their Condition, and to eſpy their 
Wants, and what may be for their Good; and alfo 
what Miſdemeanors or Abuſes are crept in among 
them, to their Detriment, and Diſturbaace of their 
Peace and Safety. Fourthly, He will the better 
” how the good Laws made for their Good and 
Welfare, are obeyed and put in Execution, in order 
| to preſerve Unity and good Accord among them, 
Fifthly, He will the better ſee the natural Genius 
of the People, and the Produce of their Trade, 
that he may do all Things that are reaſonable and 
Deceſſary to encourage their Induſtry and Care, fo 
as not to let them live in Idleneſs, and Sloth, or 
any other great Crimes and Vices, whereby they 
are impoveriſhed, or provoke God to Anger by 
their Wickedneſs. Sixthly, His living by them, 
and ſpending his Eſtate among them, will be a 
Fuxtherance of their Trade, by his furthering the 
Conſumption of their Commodities and Manufac- 
tures; and fo, ſpending the yearly Incomes of his 
Eſtate amongf his ieee he makes his Money 


2 
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to circulate, and partly to return into the Hands 
of thoſe from whom he received it, after they had 


earned it by their Labour. Seventhly and laſtly, 


And above all other Things, he will the better be 
able to preſerve among them Piety and true Reli- 
gion, and to hinder ſuch ravening Wolves to enter 
in among them, as would devonr the innocent 
Lambs: As a good Steward he will faithfully huſ- 
band and improve the Talents and Opportunites 
| God has put into bis Hand, to the right diſcharg- 
ing himſelf of the Truſt committed to him: And 


alſo living and abiding among them, he will byhis 


good Example give them a Pattern to imitate, and 
lay a Check upon Impiety, Prophaneneſs, and Im- 


morality. And ſuch are thoſe great Benefits that 
will accrue to the Society, when their Repreſenta- 


tive reſides among them, or dwells by them. | 
Fourthly, From his not being too young, but of a 
middle Age, and a Man of Honour and Honeſty, 
_ Theſe Bleſſings and Benefits to Mankind will enſue. 
Eirſt, If he is not too young, but of a ſomewhat ad- 
wanced Age, he will thereby be the more capable 
to judge of the Affairs and TranſaQions done in, 
Kingdom, and not by other Peoples Experience, 
but by his own, whereby he will become ſo much 
the more wiſe, and the better able to judge what is 
proper and fit for him to ſpeak and act, in order 
to diſcharge the great Truſts repoſed in him, firſt 
to God's Glory, next to his own and other Mens 
Good. Secondly, If he is a Perſon of known Ho- 
nour, he muſt be a Man that has not any ſcandalous 
Character, or is tainted with any great and exorbi- 
tant Vices, which will bring up a Scandal upon ſuch 
an Aſſembly of Men, as the great Council and Wil- 
dom of a Nation. Thirdly, If he is a Perſog of 
Honeſty, he muſt not be fraudulent in his Dealings, 
nor will he endeavour by bis Wealth, to procure 
- "himſelf to be elected, that thergby he may commit 
2 ; 7 IE 1100 ST . Oppreſſiog 
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Oppreſſion and Injuſtice ; nor will he take Bribes 
to byaſs his Judgement, or enrich himſelf by the 


; Ruin of his Brethren ; but he Will act the thing 


which is according to thoſe Ends, and Purpoſes, and 
Duties required of him by God and Man. Fourthly, 
If he has been known the former Part of his Life, 


to have walked in the Ways of Virtue and Godli- 


neſs, and perſevered therein, it may be judged, he 


 Wilknot be fo ſoon led aſtray,” or drawn aſide, by 


any Temptation that may aſſault him, or entice 


him to do any thing, which he himſelf knows to be 


contrary to the Duty and Ties of Conſcience where- 


by he is bound; as well as ſworn, to act otherwiſe: 


Fifthly, If he has the Love and Fear of God, and 
does place his great and chief Delight and Happi- 
neſs in him, and in his Service, he will make all 
other outward Pleaſures and Diverſions in the 
World, to be ſubſervient to that, and tend to the 
Promotion of it, So that to ſum up all, he will be 
a Man of Order, and one that knows how, in the 
firſt Place to govern himſelf, and his own Houſe 
well, or elſe how will he be able to be a Judge; 
and to take Care of the Houſe of God; and People 
committed to his Care; and with his whole Might 
he will endeavour to fulfil all thoſe Duties he owes 
to God in the firſt Place, and then that Royal Law 
of loving for God's ſake -his Neighbour as himſelf, 


and doing to all Men as he would himſelf be dong 


by 


requiſite to qualify a Perſon for Election, and with- 


ut which Virtues, he is not fit to be choſen, I 


ſhall in the next Place proceed to name the oppoſite 
Vices, which are contrary to all Law both Humane 
and Divine; and againſt the Light of Reaſon, be- 
ing diſpleaſing to God, and inconſiſtent with Good- 
neſs, and likewiſe with the Peace, Tranquillity;z 


Welfare, and Safety of Mankind. And ia theſe I , 
S4 bo: ſhall 


£37 ] . 


| And thus much for the Excellency of the Vertues 
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„ 
hall proceed in the ſame manner as in the Vertues, 
by the mentioning of each contrary Vice: As, 
_ Firſt, Impiety and Self. Love are the Corruption 
of true Religion, and in themſelves Idolatry. And 
further, the Sin of Impiety is the Deſt ruction and 
Decay of a good Life, and the original Fountain 
of Corruption both of Mind and Manners. And, 
as for Self- Love, it transforms a Man into a Sa- 
vage Beaſt, that preys upon, and devours his-Fel. 
low Creatures, even the weak and feeble among 
them, bringing Good to none, nay not even to a 
Man's own ſelf, becauſe it makes his Netghbour his 
Enemy, and God his Foe : So that inſtead of ſerv- 
ing himſelf, he deceives himſelf, and then it is no 
wonder if he deceive others, and ſell all their Inte- 
reſts, Laws, Liberties, and Properties, and what- 
ever is near and dear to them; and eſpecially that 
which is moſt precious, and for which he can get 
moſt Money, or moſt Honour and Applauſe from his 
Creatures; that are, like himſelf, fallen from their 
Integrity and Uprightneſs ; that devour the Inno- 
cent, and prey moft upon the Poor and Needy; 
who will forfeit his Title to thoſe more noble Ends 
for which he was created, to gain thoſe filly, beg- 
garly, mercenary Ends that he has made Choice of 
himſelf. es 7 
Secondly, Injuſtice, Fraud, and Deceit, are alſo not 
teſs injurious to Mankind. As for [njuſtice, it is the, M - 
taking away by Violence from another, that which he 
that takes it has no Right or Title to: And to effect 
this, he makes uſe of Lies, and Forgeries, or more 
open Violence, taking away a Man's Subftance, Re- 
ligion, Laws, and Liberties, &c. by Force of Arms, 
or other violent Meaſures, taking away the 3 
Life, perhaps undeſervedly, to enjoy his place or 
Poſſeſſions, like wicked Abab, who by falſe Witneſſes, 
took away the Life of his innocent Subject Naboeb, 


/ 


; becauſe he would not let him have tle lukeritancs 
of 
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of his Fathers, which he had no Right to diſpoſe 

of from his Children. Moreover, in the next Place, 

Fraud and Deceit, are two of the moſt hateful 

Practices of Mankind, becauſe from them there is 

no Man knows how to ſecure himſelf; for their 

Tongue is ſo glib with telling of Lies, that if it were 

poſſible, they would deceive the Devil, who is the 

Father of them: For there is nothing that a frau- 

| + Gulent and deceitful Man will ſtick at, to ſay or do, 

that he may obtain his God Mammon. And theſe 

| Sins, with others that accompany them, are the 

IE Deſtruction of all Godlineſs, Juſtice, and Righte- 

ouſneſs, which are the Life, the Sonl, and Food of 

a2 Polirical State or Government; beſides the heavy 

Threats and Judgments of God againſt ſuch great 

and crying Sins, which, as it were, carry their pu- 

niſhment along with them, even Murder, Theft, 

| Oppreſſion and Violence, Famine and Peſtilence, and 

| Tyranny, in the higheſt Degree. And I leave it 

| to every Man's Experience, to judge and determine 

out of the Obſervaxions of his own Time, to fur- 

ther ſatisfy himſelf of the ill Conſequences of theſe 
great Sins. 3 5 

| Thirdly, As to a Man's being of a very mean 


| 


; Eſtate, it is reaſonable to be judged, That, what 
with the Maintenance of his Family, and the Ex- 
; pences of ſuch an Office, he may run it out, and 


„ - fobe tempted the eaſier to fall into unlawful Prac- 
tices to ſupport himſelf and Family. And beſides, 
by his having ſuch Privileges conferred upon him, 
he will be, as it were, out of the Reach of his Bre- 
thren or Tradeſmen, who cannot have Juſtice done 
| them, Beſides, by his not living and reſiding among 
. them, he will be utterly unacquainted with their 
| dayly Wants and Grievances, &c. and ſo be unmind- 
ful of them, who will be at a great Loſs in not ha- 
Ying a powerful Neigtibour to keep! in Ave the 
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Unruly and Diſobedient, and to ſpend his Sabſta nes 


among them. . a 
Fourthly, If he is too young, he will be uncapable 
to judge of fo weighty Matters as the Affairs of 4 


State, or what concerns the publick Welfare of 
Mankind, young People being void of the Experience 


and Knowledge of the Reſult of Things; and they 


always have ſuch a natural Propenſity to be .wiſe 
in their own Eyes, that they ſeldom will ſabmit to 


the wholeſome Counſel of their Elders, untill that 
they, by their own Experience, find it to be true; 


and then, by being withal a Man of a diſſolute, looſe, 


and wicked Life, and bad Character, he will be a 


Scandal to thoſe Perſons of whom he is choſen the 


Repreſentative, as alſo to that Aſſembly of which he 


then becomes a Member: Even that Aſſembly itſelf, 


ſhould it conſiſt of many ſuch, would prove dange- 
rous, and deſtructive to a Nation, whoſe Intereſts 
both religious and civil, yea, and rheir Lives, ſhould 
be entruſted to ſuch Hands: An Aſſembly, I faj, 
if compoſed of ſuch Perſons who are vicipus, and 
Strangers to all that is good; who inſtead of having 
the Spirit of God among them, and dwelling in 
them,, might rather be ſaid to be ruled by that 
wicked one, the Spirit that now prevaileth in the 
Children of' Diſobedience, who is the, Enemy of 
Mankind, as woful Experience may teach us, and 


as is daily inculcated to us from the Mouths of God's. 


Miniſters and faithful Servants, who teach us the 
Way of Salvation, and ſhow us in what, and by 


what Things he daily tempts us, and entices us; 


and what Advantages, and other Allurements af 
this World he propoſes to our Senſes, to draw us 
from the Practice of thoſe good Things, that both 
our Reaſon, Conſcience, and God's Laws, teach us 
to be our Duty and Intereſt, all manner of Ways, 
condycing to our Good here and hereafter: 
EET f - Fifth, 
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Fiſthiy, and laſtly, I have obſerved that there is 
a great Fault often committed, by Corporations and 
Communities of Men at Elections, which I had o- 
mitted, but comes in ſeaſonably in this Place, and 
that is the great Sin of Ingratitude; far they are 
ſometimes wont at Elections, rather to chuſe a 
Stranger, and one they never ſaw with their Eyes 
_ before, than they will chuſe their Neighbour, if he 
comes but, and gives them two or three Treats be- 


fore an Election is, and ſo makes them drunk and 


mad, and can ſet them to rail at their Neighbours 
who live among them, and are Fathers unto them, 
and ſpend their Subſtance among them, and know 
all their Wants and Grievances beſt, and who allow 
them their free Choice, and to vote as they pleaſe, 
knowing that it is their Buſineſs to chuſe him, and 
not for him to chuſe himſelf, But this way of Treat- 
ing ie not all, it is commonly followed with Bri- 
bery, &c. and what Fools are they who fell them- 
ſelves and their Liberties, and all that is near and 
dear to them, for a little Morſel of Bread; or, like 
prophane Eſau, ſell their Birthright for a Meſs of 
Pottage, forgetting that they who buy at ſo cheap 
a rate, will make a good Pennyworth of them 
again ; and for one Penny that ir coſts themſelves, 
will have Pounds out of their Bones: Which Sin of 
Bribery, is puniſhable by the Law, beſides the Mi- 
ſeries that it brings, even God's Wrath and heavy 
Diſpleaſure, who will return to them again the 
Fruits of their Doings. And thus I have ſet forth, 
in ſhort, the Conſequences of thoſe great Vices 
which I propoſed, and leave them to the further 
ſerious Conſideration of all, that every one may ex- 
amine himſelf, how far he has been guilty, and 
done his Part towards the ruining himſelf, and the 


whole Nation of which he is a moſt unworthy Mem- 


der: For had every one done as ſuch of whom we 
now ſpeak, what could hinder but that ſuch fatal 
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Wounds ſhould be given to the Commonwealth, | ; 

as would turn to a Mortification, and ſo deſtroy |. 11 

= it. A Mortification in a Finger or Toe, or other ke 
| remote Member, is not of great Conſideration, for 30 

| it may be cut off, and thereby the Body be put out ch. 
= of danger: But if once the Malady fo far prevails, ob 
as after the outward Parts to ſpread into the Heart the 
and Vitals, then nothing can be expected to enſue 0 

but inevitable Death. Wherefore let all that are zur 
| concerned in Elections of Members to ſerve in Pars * 1 
| liament, be nicely careful how they give their Vote, the 
that they may not contribute towards the ſending 1 

up of Perſons to repreſent them in that Senate of 4s 

the Nation, whoſe Immorality and evil Principles, . 


which are ever contagious, may threaten the Sound- 
neſs of that auguſt Body, which is the Glory of the 
Nation, and the Protection of its Religion, Liber- 
ties, and Property ; the Danger of which, together 
with the Means of avoiding it, we have endeayour'd 
to ſhew by what has been ſaid above. . 
We ſhall now, in the ſecond Place, proceed to 
point out the Qualifications requiſite to ſuch as ac- 
cept of Places of Authority in the Government, or - 
are made Officers and Miniſters of Juſtice, and alſa 
to mention ſome Cautions expedient to be obſerved 
in the Choice of them. And, > 7 
Firſt, As to Perſonal Virtves, which are the ge- 
neral Qualifications, the ſame in every reſpect are 
requiſite that we have mentioned above; and there. 
fore to avoid Tediouſneſs and Repetition, the Rea- 
der is deſired diligently to weigh and conſider them, 
and to demean himſelf accordingly. But then as to 
the more-particular Qualifications, ſome Places and 
Offices require greater than others, and therefore 
tis always fitting that ſuch a Perſon ſhould be pitch'd „ 
on, as is duly qualified for the Office, Place, or Sta- 
tion, into which he is to be choſen: And that as to 
his Diſpoſizion, Temper, and Manners, he be * 
5 e N Wi 


| & 


1 . 


5 with the Virtues oe ER and free from the | 
_ aforeſaid great and ſcandalous Vices; and then there 


will be no doubt, but by God's Grace and Bleſſing, 
all to whom their Care is to be extended, may, by 
their benign Influence and Protection, lead a peace- 
able and quiet Life in all Godlineſs and Honeſty; 


their Prayers (which our Church in her great 


Wiſdom has provided) to God, helping and daily 
interceeding for his Bleſſing and Spirit to be with 
| them, to direct and aſliſt them in the Diſcharge of 
their reſpective Offices and Truſts repoſed in them 


for thoſe Ends and Purpoſes deſigned and appointed = 


to every one of them. | 

Secondly, In the next Place, as for what | is to be 
. obſetyed in the Choice of Magiſtrates, and ſuch as 
are to ſerve in particular Places in a publick Capa- 
city; fizf, Such as have the Choice, ought them- 
ſelves to live, ſo as they would have others to live, 
that are to be governed by the Influence of that Au- 
thority which is to be lodged in the Perſon that is 
choſen : For the chief End of all Government, is to 
make Men to live in Peace and Order; that is, to 
keep within thoſe Bounds of right Reaſon, which 
God has implanted in our Natures; and for our 
more immediate Help and Aſſiſtance, he has inſpired 
haly Men, in all Ages of the World, and endowed 
them with ſuch a Portion of his holy Spirit, and that 
in order to help out the Reaſon, that he had na- 
turally ſtampt upon, and implanted in our Souls, 
in thoſe great Difficulties which theſe Men have 
cleared up, and made plainer and eaſier to us 
by their ſopernatural Wiſdom. For as to the 
Knowledge of God himſelf, the Notions that 
natural Reaſon gives of him, are but very dark 
and obſcure; but yet according to the Notions of 
the refined and beſt Part of Mankind, Nature teaches, 
and they all allow that there muſt of Neceſlity be 
ſuch a Being as a God; and to enlighten our Under- 
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ſtandings and Comprehenſions of himſelf, he, by tho 81 
Mouths of theſe Men, has declared to us from time th 
to time, ſo much of his Will as was requiſite in all St 
Ages of the World to preſerve the Knowledge of ww! 
bis Name and Power, but yet under great Reſtric- 3 
tions, untill he ſent his only Son, who took upon Mi 
him our Nature, and dwelt among us; the Enjoy- alt 
ment of whoſe Light, ſhould make us ſo to walk, un 
as not to ſtumble. And therefore from theſe Red- Alt 
ſons it naturally follows, and that moſt evidently, ore 
That except a Man, by theſe great Helps which M 
God hath given him, outwardly by his Word, and he 
inwardly by his holy Spirit working effectually in | anc 
the Hearts of the Faithful, do govern himſelf . jp 
well, he is not fit to be a Governour over his own in 
Houſe, and much leſs over a Community of Men in A 
any State and Political Body; or to have any Power the 
over the Life, Religion, Liberty, and Property of yor 
another; and therefore he muſt needs be both un- you 
able, and unworthy of bearing any Office, or to are 
have any Truſt repoſed in him in à State. From ye 
whence again it follows, that we ſhovld make dill- flle 
gent Uſe of the Means that God has given us, that le: 
we thereby may improve ourſelves, by informing you 
our Underſtandings with the beſt and moſt ſound on 
Wiidom that we can poſſibly attain to, that we the 
thereby may be in ſome meaſure the better able to mer 
judge between Good and Bad; and that when we do BW gray 
fo diſcern what is fit and reaſonable to be indeed fron 
done and ated by us, we may immediately ſet a- neſs 
bout it, and accompliſh it, according to the Advice F 


that God gives us by the Mouth of Solomon, ſaying, you, 
Whatever thy Hand findeth to do, do it with thy Might, nam 
for there is neither Work, nor Device, nor Wiſdom, nor Loy 
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f _ Knonledge in the Grave whither we are going. ! bon 
1 Secondly, I have already laid before you the Ex- and 
| cellency of the Virtues to all Mankind, and the great - upot 
[ Advantages that will accrue to you by ruling and the | 


guiding 
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guiding your ſelves by theſe, and the juſt Commands 
that God in Compaſſion hath given us, to be the 
Standard and chief Guide and Rule of all our Actions; 
wherein he hath ſo condeſcended to our Human 
Capacities, that any reaſonable and unprejudiced 
Mind readily conſents and agrees to them, as I have 
already ſhowed ; and he does not only enable us to 
_ underſtand them, but will grant us Power to keep 

and Fulfil them, fo far as he requires of us here, in 
-order to our Salvation hereafter; and whatever 
Miſtakes and Errors we by our Frailty may commit, 
he will pardon and forgive us, if we forgive one 
another. And in fine, to encourage us in well-do- 
ing, he has promiſed us a great Reward with himſelf 
in Heaven. 5 „ | 
Thirdly, It therefore remains, if you will do to 
the contrary, that your Conſciences will reproach 
you, Man will condemn you, and God will judge 
you, and will ſend upon you all thoſe Evils that 
are ſubſequent to thoſe Vices aforementioned; and 
ye ſhall eat the Fruit of your own Ways, and be 
filled with your own Inventions ; and. if it ſhould 
leaſe him in his great Long-ſuffering to bear with 
yon, not inflicting any extraordinary Judgement up- 
on you in this World; be ſure he will find you in 
the next, for the Abuſe of ſo much Mercy and im- 
menſe Love as he has exerciſed towards you, to 
draw you to himſelf ; ſo that he has kept nothing 
from you, but has ſhowed you all the loving Kind- 
neſs of the Lord. | 
Fourthly, Therefore when any Temptation aſſaults 
you, fence yourſelves with this heavenly Armour, 
namely, the Love of God, of true Religion, the 
Loye of your own Souls, the Love of your Neigh- 
bour, the Love of your Country, and the Peace 
and Tranquillity of all Mankind. And being thus 
upon your Guard, and prepared for Reſiſtance, by 
the Help of God you will += as all . | 
2 £3$ 
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As for Inſtance, when a Perſon comes to deſire your 
Vote, that makes a great Figure in the World, and 
appears in great Pomp and Splendour; or one that 
has no Buſineſs to intermeddle in Elections, as the 
Peers, &c. who only come at Time of Elections, and 
ſpend upon you but a Sum of Money, and at no 
other Times dwells or reſides among you, as I have 
already ſhowed : He comes only to make an g@ytſide 
Show, and to beguile the Hearts of the Simple, and 
to gratify bis Ambition. if he is not known to be 
ſurely grounded in Piety, true Religion, Charity, 
and in Good Works, he will prove, and is cer- 
tainly but a Bait that Satan has laid to beguile un- 
ſtable Souls of their Peace and Happineſs, and to 
ſubject them to Tyranny and Slavery; that is, to 
be Drudges to ſupport them in their Vices. 

Fifthly, Therefore you are moſt humbly deſired, 
and moſt earneſtly intreated, as you tender the Love 
of God, and all that ſhould be near and dear to you, 
to avoid the Temptation, and make your Choice of 
ſuch Perſons as have all the above-mentioned Qua- 
lifications and Virtues, or at leaſt where moſt gf 
them are to be found; and avoid the contrary Temp- 
tations of vicious, worldly- minded, ſenſual, and 
ſelf-intercſted Men, in whom the Devil works, that 
. Adverſary, and endeavours to rob us of all 
chat is good for us in this World, and of our Re 
ward in the next. * - 
Therefore all that further can be ſaid to you 
here, is to recommend what has been faid, to exery 
Man's Conſcience, hoping that it will appear to 
every one reaſonable, and his indiſpenſable Duty, 
that he owes both to God and Man; and tis hoped 
that you will put it in Practice to the Glory of God, 
and the Advantage and Security of pure Religion, 
as by Law eſtabliſhed, and the Furtherance of 'the 
Salvation, Welfare, Peace, and Tranquilfity of the 
Whole Kingdom: Which that ye may all do, God, 
92 1 8 gran 


„ ons 
grant for Chriſt Jeſus ſake, Amen. And all that 1 
can do more for you, is this, viz. not to ceaſe to 
-pray daily for you to God, that he would be pleaſed - 
to direct and rule your Hearts ſo, that you may 
both perceive and know what is your Duty to do, 
and that ye may have Grace faithfully to fulfil che 
ſame. In order to do which, I exhort you to keep 
, Peace, and love the Truth, and the God of Peace 
and Truth will be with you, and will lead you in- 
to all Truth. And lay aſide thoſe reviling and re- 
proachful Words that are uſed among you, of big 
and Tory; but rather think with yourſelves, are not 
we Chriſtians, and therefore muſt imitate onr bleſſed 
Lord and Maſter, and love one another, as he hath 
loved us, and given us Commandment to do: And 
take this for granted, that they ate ne good Chri- 
ſtians who make it their Buſineſs to ſtir up Strife 
and Contentions, by railing and backbiting Diſ- 
courſe, againſt thoſe Perſons that the all-wiſe Pro- 
vidence of God has ſet over them; who is the uni- 
verſal Monarch of the World, and who is the Diſ- 

poſer of all Events, who pulls down haughty and 
proud Princes, aud lays them and their Crowns even 
with the Ground; again he lifteth the Poor out of 
the Duſt, and fetteth him among Princes, even a- 
mong the Princes of his People, and gives the Go- 
vernment of the World to whom he pleaſes, for 
without him there is nothing can be done, and 'tis 
only the Divine Aſſiſtance that gives Succeſs to hu- 
man Undertakings: Therefore take Gamaliel's Ad- 
vice that he gave the Jews, vix. If this Work be of 
Men, it will come to nought, but if it be of God, 
ye cannot overthrow it; therefore be quiet, and reſt 
yourſelves contented, and ſtudy to do your own 
Buſineſs, and eat every one under his own Vine, 
and under his own Figtree, drinking Water out of 
your own Ciſtern, leaving the Event to, God, leaſt 
haply ye be found to fight againſt him ; For on 
| | as 
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has ſo appointed it, you nor all the Devils in Hell 
nor all the Princes in the World, cannot overthrow 
it. And remember that our Saviour teaches us in 
his holy Goſpel, that he that calleth his Brother but 
Fool, ſhall be in danger of Hell Fire; and how much 
dreadfuller Puniſhment, if poſſible, ought choſe to 
expect, who uſe ſo much worſe.Language one to a- 
nother, as the Pſalmiſt expreſſes them, Arrows and 
hot burning Coals. But my Prayer is with his, tat 
when they ſhoot them, they may be rooted out; 
and ſo with moſt tender and compaſſionate Thoughts, 
and all good Wiſhes, I end and reſt a Well-wiſher 
of the Good of all. „ 
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H ESE following ſerious and weigh 
ty Conſiderations, I moſt humbly 
offer to the Members of the en- 
ſuing Parliament, it being a Teſti- 
monp of that moſt indearing Love, 
1 that by the Influence of Divine 
Grace and Favour, God has been 
pleaſed to kindle in my Heart for 
them, as a Pledge of the Divine Love to them, ma- 
nifeſted and ſer forth by me, and of that tender 
Regard I have for their Honour, Conduct, Repu- 
tation, and that of all their Fellow Members thro's 
out the whole Body Politick, wherein 1 am inclu- 
ded. Therefore, in the firſt Place, according to 
that good Order which our bleſſed Lord and Saviour 
_ obſerved in that moſt perfect Pattern of Prayer 
which he gave to his Diſciples, beginning with the 
Intereſts of God, and of his Kingdom; I do moſt 
humbly. recommend to your Care, Conſideration, 
and Reflection, the Honour and Glorification of 
\ his moſt holy Name, that he may continue to ho- 
nour, and proſper you; for he has ſaid, that he 
that honoureth me, I will honour, but he that diſ- 


piſeth me, ſhall be lightly eſtcemed. And the Sea- 
ſonablensſs 


ſionableneſs of this my humble Repreſentation at n 
this Time, does but too much appear from the fre- | 


est Prophanation and Abuſing of the moſt holy an 
Name of Ged, not only by the frequent Breach and * 
Diſregard of moſt ſolemn Oaths, which is a moft ki 
crying Sin; but likewiſe by the many wicked, un- I 
reaſonable, and ſcandalous Doctrines and Opinions, | _ * 
daily broached and propagated, to the great Diſho» V 15 
nour of God, and Danger of unhinging our Conſti- 58 
tution both in Church and State : And *cis, I hope, © Pt 
ſufficiently manifeſt, that God hath committed in P 

| Times paſt, and does no leſs-now, the protection - wt 
and Detence of Religion, and the Honour of. his is 
moſt holy Name, and of bis Miniſters lawfully cal- bY 
Lell, according to thoſe Rules given us in his holy m. 
Word, and the Example of the primitive Fathers Do 
of Ghriſtjanity, which we profeſs, to the Care of p 
the Civil Magiitrate, or temporal Princes : For the | 
Weapons and Armour of thoſe that miniſter unto 57 
us in ſpiritual Things, are not carnal, but ſpiri: c 
tual, even as their Maſter's Kingdom was not of a f 
this Ward ; but the Weapons and Armour of the l 
ſeenlar Powers are material and bodily, not ſpiri- Ne 
tual, and their Kingdom is of this World, in which * 
they have the Power of inflicting temporal Puniſh- My 
ments; and conſequently are the only Perſons whom - 
God has enabled to protect his Church and Mini- I 
ſters from the Injuries and Violence of wicked Men. 10 


BY From which it is very plain, that God ever did. 3 
anqd ever deſigned to recommend Religion, to the | © 
Care and Protection of thoſe Perſons, that by his ach 


divine Appoiatment were made Lords over the > 
Earth. For whatever Laws are made by Men for 4 4 
the better Obſervance of God's Laws, or what Re- | 
wards or Puniſhments God hath enjoined tempo- hy 
rally for the ſame Purpoſe, being material, will all ne 
fall under the Juriſdiction of the temporal ſupreme * 


Powers upon Earth; for they being as his Mini: — 
4 Cr Oe mn RE - C 


TRE 


ſters, appointed by him as. well 3s Man, to execute 


and take Vengeance on the Uaruly and Diſobedient, 


who are Enemies to the Peace and S3 ety of Man- 


kind. For to ſay. with the Papiſts, that there arg 
two ſupreme Powers in one Kingdom, is very ab- 
ſurd, and a Contradicion in Terms, and alſo con- 
trary to the Doctrine of the boly Apoſtles. Now 
they do aſſert that every temporal Fr ince is the ſu- 
Preme Governour over his Kingdom in all, Tem- 
E Things, but that the Pope, or Biſhop, of Rome, 

che Head of the Church; that is, in all Things 
this appertain to the Soul of Man, or, his Salva- 
tion, calling himſelf Chriſt's Vicegerent; but this 
may be eaſily proved to be falſe Doctrine, even _ 
mitting their own Suppolition UPON. which it 
built. For, 


Firſt, Let us ſuppoſe that peter was the firſt and > 


chief of the Apoſtles, and that he was ordained the 


firſt Biſhop of Rome, which being the principal City 
of the Empire, that he was of conſequence the chief 


Biſhop of Chriſt's Flock, and that the ſame Pre- emi- 


nence did deſcend to all his Succeſſors Biſhops of 


Rome; yet does it not follow from thence, that they 


oughr not, according, to the Apoſtolical Precept, be 
ſabject to the King as ſupreme, Bur. 

Sccondly, We maſt enquire what is to be vnder- 
ſtood by the Church, or Chriſt's Flock; and this 
e ſuppoſe to be all Men that have been received by 
Baptiſm i into the Number of Chriſtians, that is, of 


thoſe who profeſs Faith in Chriſt, and. believe his 


Doctrines; by Baptiſm, 1 fay, which is the Sprink- 
ling with Water, ia the Name of the Father, of 
* Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, where the Party 
baptized if not arrived at the Vears of Diſcretion, 
y his Sureties, doth make a Covenant with God. 
—— this outward Sign in Baptiſn, is but to us a 
Repreſentation of our Profeſſion, and ſuppoſ.th us 


| unclean, foraſmuch as Water cleanſeth . material 
* Things 


„ ERS En - 
Things that are dirty or filthy, And if this be but 
the ontward Sign, what is the Thing ſignified to us 
thereby? for a Sign is not the Thing ſignified ; 
therefore the Thing ſignified by this outward Sign, 
the Element of Water, muſt be theWater of Grace or 
Regeneration by the Spirit of Chriſt, by which Spi- 
rit we are enabled to fulfil that Covenant we made 
wirh God at our Baptiſm, and fo are enabled ro aſ- 


1 


ſent unto the whole Will of God: Therefore as Cir- 


cumciſion under the Law, was of no effect to the 


purging of the Heart from its corrupt Affections, 


which was ſignified by it; ſo our Baptiſm fignifies 
nothing to us, in changing of our Minds from Evil 
to Good, or from Good to Evil; but it is the Bap- 

tiſm of the Spirit, that muſt waſh us from cur Sins, 

through Faith in Chriſt Jeſvs our Saviour, and Re- 
pentance whereby we forſake our Sins, and ſo are 
enabled to be born again of the Water of Grace, 


and Spirit of Life, that is, the Spirit of Chriſt ; 


and ſo we become Heirs of God, and Joint- Heirs 
with Chrift to a Kingdom of Glory. 
Thirdly, Since therefore you now ſee that what- 
ever outward Sign there be of a viſible Church, or 
Head of it, the Kingdom of God is within us, and 
that it is the Grace of God which bringeth Salvation, 
which is wrovght in ns by the Spirit, and of which 
all have received, even Grace for Grace; and ſince 


the Soul of Man is an inviſible Subſtance, and comes 


from the Father of Spirits, and ſo cannot be abſo- 
lutely governed by any thing elſe, but by that ſupe- 
rior Being, which is of the ſame Nature, and from 
whence it is derived; I ſay, theſe Things being ſo, 
the Conſequence is. That no Man can claim any ab- 
ſolute Righr or Title over the Soul of another. 
Which was what St. Peter, and all the Apoſtles did 
allow; for they commanded their Auditors to be 
_ obedient to Magiſtrates, @'c. and if they taught ſo to 
Others, how could they themſelves be — by 
Ii | them! 


r 


em? And they acknowledged that Chriſt was 


the great Shepherd, and they his Servants, and 


that they had no Dominion over their A 
Faith, for by Faith they ſtood. „ 
Fourthly, Therefore now we muſt know, what 


uditors 


the Faith is that God requires of us; and that is, 


by the Church ſummed up in thoſe Twelve Articles, 
that we at our Baptiſm covenant with God to be- 
lieve: Which Articles are gathered out of the holy 


Scriptores, that are the Writings of boly Men inſpi- 


red with God's Spirit, to make known his. Pleaſure 
to the World; but particularly what our dear Lord 
and Saviour himſelf revealed to vs. It follows 
therefore that there is but one Apoſtolical uniform 
Faith which Men onght to believe, and one Baptiſm 
to be baptized with, foraſmuch as there is but one 
God, and one Mediator between God and Man, the 


Man Chriſt Jeſus, and one Spirit that muſt ſanctify 


and cleanſe, us from our Sins, by Faith in Chriſt's 
Blood. Res : 


And the Defence and Protection of this, is re- 

commended to the Care of thoſe Princes and Go- 
vernors, that by God's Permillion rule the World. 
And therefore it becomes the Duty of theſe Kings 


and Princes, according to that Power entruſted to 
them, which is temporal, to defend it; becauſe 
thoſe that miniſter about ſpiritual Things, are ſent 


to baptize, andqo adminiſter thoſe outward. Sacra- 
ments or Pledges of his endleſs Love; and alſo to 


preach the, Word, and make plain-the Way that 
leadeth to Salv: tion; and therefore have no Com- 


miſſion to take Vengeance upon any. For ſince our 
Saviour repraved his A poſtles for ſeeking Revenge. 
upon the Samaritans for ſhowing, Diſreſpect to his 
»wn Perſon, and refuſing to receive him; how can 


any one dare to ſeek, or to take Vengeance upon. 


any that miy ſlight or diſlike bis Doctrine? And 
when thoſe that are his Miniſters, have ſet before 
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Men their Doty, and laid vpon ** their ſp iritual 
Puniſhinents annexed to the Breach of rhoſe Duties 


that are erJ»ined them by God; this is all that 


they have to do as to themſelves ; for otherwiſe 


their Condemnation would not be juſt. 


« Fifthly; But then if they, or any other Set of 


Men, fet forth, or broach Ooctrines that are, in 
the judgement 'of the eftabliſh'd Church accounted 
repugnant, to the true Senſe and Meaning of = 
Scriptures, and prejudicial ro the Salvation, Peace 

and Weltire of Mankind; which Doctrines are alſo 
repureeFro be ſuch by their ſovereign Magiſtrate, 
under whom God hath placed them, and alſo by 
the reſt of their Lay Brethren; all "which toge- 
ther, namely, the Miniſters of the eſtabliſh'd Church, 

the ſupreme Magiſtrate, and others in Authority 
under him, togecher with all the other Lay Mem- 
bers thereof, do conſtitute the whole of the efta- 
blifh'd Church: l ſay, it any Perſon, or Number 
of Per ſons whatever, ſhould take upon them to pro- 


poſe” and pr opagate Doctrines reputed ſuch as we 


have abbve deſcribed, by the unanimous Conſent and 
Agreement of this Chur ch, and that in ſuch a diſ- 


_  ondefly and tumultuous Manner, as that' thereby the 


Laws eftabliſhed for the Order, Peace, and good 
Government of the Commonwealth ſhould be bro- 
ket; Ejghtings and Quarrels, Seditions and Rebel 
lions excited: In ſuch a Caſe and Circumſtan- 
ces, it is the Duty of the ſupreme, and all other 
ſubordinate Magiſtrates to put the Laws in rigorous 
Executioũ againſt all ſuch Authors of Diſorder and 
Confulion, and Enemies to the publick peace: And 
ndt only ſo, but even all other private Chriſtians 
ate bound, in their ſeveral Stations and Capacities, 

to be aiding and aſſiſting to thoſe in- Power, i 

bringiog to their deſerved Puniſhment, and land- 
ing up againſt, ſuch el. Doers, and Workers of 


1 niquity. . 


But 


\ 
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hut foraſmuch as the Proteſtant Diſſenters of 
various Denominations, though in ſome Doctrines, 
and Practices as to their Way of Worſhip, they 
may differ from the eſtabliſh*d Church, yet they are 
peaceable and orderly in their Behaviour, induſtri- 
ous in their Imployments, conforming themſelves 
to the Civil Laws of their Country, and teaching 
Submiſſion to all the lawful Commands of their Su- 
periors; therefore it has ſeemed good to the Wil- 
dom of the Legiſlature to indulge them with a due 
Toleration, and a Suſpenſion. of the Penalties of 
ſome Laws that were found prejudicial to the Peace 
and Welfare of the Nation. Nor have we any 
| Reaſon to find fault with this Indulgence of the 
_ Government, foraſmuch as *tis known to every one, 
who knows any Thing of our Hiſtory, that the pe- 
nal Laws were at firſt enacted againſt the Papiſts, 
whoſe Principles are altogether inconſiſtent with 
the Peace and Safety, yea utterly deſtructive, of 'a 
Proteſtant Government ; and their Practices have 
ever been found to be agreeable to their pernicious 
Principles. Moreover, as to theſe Things wherein 
Proteſtant Diſſenters differ from the eſtabliſk'd 
Church, being ſuch as concern not the external Pro- 
perties of the Subjects, nor do affect their Civil 
and Political Laws or Rights of the Kingdom, but 
are only Matters purely religious, between God 
and their own Conſcience, of which God alone, 
- Whoſe peculiar Attribute it is to know the Thoughts, 
and to ſearch the Heart, and try the Reins, is the 
only judge competent: Theſe Things, I ſay, be- 
ing ſo, it ſeems but reaſonable to take the Advice 
of the Apoſtle, to judge no Man before the Time, 
in Things not of a temporal Nature, but to leave 
that Judgement to him, even Jeſvs Chriſt, whom 
God hath appointed to be the ſole Judge of all Men, 
in all Things that are only between God and the 
Conſcience, - = 1 1 5 * 
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1 It will poſſibly be objected againſt what ILhave 
juſt now ſa:d, that it ſeems to be inconſiſtent with 
what I have formerly advanced concerning Magiſ- 
trates, namely, that God had recommended Reli- 
gion to the Care and Protection of thoſe whom by 
his Providence he hid exalted to be Lords over the 
Earth. To which it is anſwered, that there is no 
doubt but the Care of the Protection and Defence 
of Religion, and religious Perſons, from the In- : 
juries and Inſults. of wicked and ungodly, profane * : 
and profligate Perſons, is no ſmall Part of the 
Province. of the Civil Magiſtrate ; for he is the 
Miniſter of God for Good, and for the Encourage- 
ment of thoſe that do well, and the Puniſhment of 
Evil Doers: But foraſmuch as all, whether Rewards 
or Puniſhments, that are in the Power of the Civil 
Magiſtrate to diſpenſe, are all limited to the Term 
of this Life, and conſiſt in Things of a material and 
viſible Nature; it is plain, that Matters and Cauſes 
of a ſpititual Nature, between God and the Con- 
Tcience ovly, which are inward and inviſible, and 
interfere not with outward Properties, civil Rights 
or Priviledges, or other ſecular Concernments, can- 
not come within the Magiſtrate's Cognizance, who \ 9 
will find enough to do to judge in Things tempo» 
ral, and to preſerve the ſecular Properties, the out- 
ward Peace and Tranguillity of thoſe to whom his 
, AAA 
However, as | am myſelf of the Church of Eng _ W 
land, as by Law now eſtabliſhed, which I think to 
be the moſt perfect, and moſt conformable to the 
primitive Apoſtolical one, and am of Opinion that 
all. who diſſent. from her, in ſo far go aſtray from 
the Truth; I ſhall here briefly touch the Errors of 
the ſeveral Sorts of Diſſenters, that L may the better . 
133 with all who have any Vote in Elections of . 
Perſons co Places of Power, to take Care that this 
may accompany their other Qualifications, ny, 
| | rhaß 
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that they be ſound Members of the eſtabliſhed 
hare 
To begin with the Quakers; they appear to ſtand 
at the greateſt Diſtance of all the others from our 
excellent Church; for they deny a publick Miniſtry 
of the Word, regularly ordained. according to the 
Rules and practice of the Apoſtolical Churches, per- 
mitting any one, who bath Vanity enough to think 
hnſelf gifted and qualified, to take upon him the 
preaching of the Goſpel of Chriſt, without a lawful 
Miſſion and Call therero. They alſo deny the Sa. 
craments of Baptiſm and the Lord's- Supper, both ſo 
expreſsly inſtituted by our Saviour, and the Laſt left 
by him vs a Memorial and Token of his dying Love 
to his Church: They likewiſe diſclaim all publick 
Praiſing of God by ſinging Pfalms to him in his 
Church; and in fine, they are often found, in their 
' Writings and Diſcourſes, to expreſs themſelves very 
Nightly and irreverently concerning theſe ſacred 
Writings, the Scriptures of Truth, which all Chri- 
ſtians acknowledge to be the Dictates of the uner⸗ 
ring Spirit of Gd. 

In the next Place the Baptiſts, who defides. their 
denying Baptiſm to Infants, and ſo excluding them 
from being Chriſtians and Members of Chriſt's 
Church and Kingdom, hold divers other erroneous 
Doftrines, which arraign the Mercy and Juſtice of 

— God, aſſerting Predeſtination, and reſtraining the 
Merits and Extent of the Death of Chriſt, ſome 
of them alſo judaizing in their keeping of the Jewiſh 
Seventh Day Sabbath. 

With theſe the Independants in many Things 
agree, holding Doctrines derogatory to the infinite 
Goodneſs of God, aſſerting that he has decreed a 
certain Part of Mankind, and that the far greateſt 
Number, to eternal Deſtruction ; notwithſtanding 
that this our gracious and merciful God bas de- 
 clared, 
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clared by bis Prophet Ezekiel, that He delights me | Rf 
in the Death of a Sinner, hut rather that he ſhould re- Ti 
turn and live; beſides other unſound Doctrines too cs 
tedious here to be particulariz'd, pe 
As to the presbyterians, though for the moſt = T6 
they in Doctrine agree with the Church, yet do of 
they refuſe and deny the Primitive and Apoſtolical 01 
Church-Government, by -Biſhops having the Power K. 
of Ordination and juriſdiction; and moreover de- w 
_ cline the Uſe of the publick Liturgy and Prayers of K 
the Church, whereby we pray to God with one m 
Heart and Voice, which in extempore Prayer cannot Pe 
be done, the Hearers not knowing before what is 
to be asked, and ſo cannot give their Conſent and 92 
Approbation thereto, which ſeems neceſſary to that fie 
Agreement to which our Saviour has annexed the G 
Promiſes. V 
And laſt of all, though I mean not to compare by 
the Proteſtant Dillenters with Papiſts, whoſe Reli- en 
gion, wherein it differs from that of the Proteſtants, re 
is a Meddley of Doctrines, the moſt pernicious to pi 
both the temporal end ſpiritual Intereſts of Man- tr 
kind, that were ever broached in the World; yer, \ W 
perhaps, it mayn't be amiſs here to touch it a little. co 
By popery then, we don't underſtand thoſe Doctrines mi 
and Articles of Faith which Papiſts pretend to pro- th 
feſs in common with other Chriſtians, but thoſe in 
Doctrines and Articles of Faith which are peculiar le. 
to themſelves, and ſuper-added by them to the as} 
common Faith of Chriſtians; and taken in this Senſe «6 
it denies the Uſe of God's holy Word to the com- 3 
mon Ped6ple, and in its ſelf is nothing but Saper- 0 
ſtition and Idolatry, and equally deſtructive to the 88 
plain and intelligible Senſe of holy Writ, and com- 41 
mon Senſe in general. And therefore [ think that ah 
the Governours of the Church of Rome, have greatly * 
erred in Matters of Faith, as well as practice, from Sa\ 
thoſe Rules laid down by our Saviour and his 15 hos : th; 
; es. 7 


Mee. Do we not * ** the Pope, the Head of 
This Religion, Bas exalted himſelf above all that is 
called God in this World; chat is, above all tem- 
poral Princes, Powers, and Dignities, of whom he 
requires (and indeed receives) Adoration, and Obe- 
dience, of Service; contrary to the Example that 
our Saviour ſet him, who when the people would 
Rare taken bim by Force, and made him a King, 
withdrew and hid himſelf, and ſaid to Pilate, My 
X ingdom is not of this World: if it were, then ould | 
my Servants fight. Now that the Ki-gdom of the 
Pope, that pretended Vicar of Chrif, is of [this 
Wor Id; plainly appears from this Argument of out 
Saviour's: For he has Servants and Forces vie will 
fight; Soldiers, Guards, and Garriſons, and : rmed 
Gallies ; and conſequently bis. Kingdom is of this 
World, and his Power is the Arm oi Fleſn; where- 
by he incurs the Curſe of God by the Prophet Jere- 
miab, Chap. xvii. 5, 6. whereas our Saviotir did 
refuſe even to ſpea in a temporal Aﬀiir as an Um- 
pire between two Brethren, ſaying, Woo wade me 
tr Fudge or a Divider? meanidg in the Aff airs of this 
World: Thriough with Regard to the World to 
come, he refs us himſelf, that the Father hach cont 
mitted all judge ent to the Son, What do we think 
the Pope, that Man of Sin, will be able to 12 16 5 
in that great Day of Accounts, 54 2 * 115 
Jefus the judge of the Q ick and Dead, he all be 
ask'd, © Man, who made thee a Judge, 05 a Divider ? 
” Who made thee a ſecular Prince, a Con Imander 
over the ſupreme Powers of the Earth, uito 
*« whoſe Hands my Father in his all-wiſe Providence 
© had committed the L wb thereof ? — nor 
% whom difſemblingfy you cal i: 155 cd and 
4 Maſter, refuſe bo fee 
4 fairs, eren of rhe fmaffeſt aue 
Saviour we find was fabject”1 0 3 
that were then in Being, — 
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derived from. Uſurpation and Conqueſt, Tet 4 
he acknowledge that their Power was given them 


from above: And when the Fews brought before 
him a Womaß taken in Adultery, becauſe it was a 


Judgement belonging to this World, be refuſed to 
give Sentence againſt her. 

From all which we may plainly ſee, that our great 
Lord and Maſter, never would preſume to he 
Judge or Determiner of Matters that were :Mened 
to others, or contemn that lawful Government that 
he was born under; and therefore any of thoſe 
that are appointed in his Place and Stead, ought 
not to think it much to be as their Lord and Maſ- 


ter: And there can't be a greater Affront put upon 


a Maſter than this, iz. for a Servant to take of his 


Goods, and ſet himſelf up with his Miſter's Sub- 


ſtance, to be a greater Man than he, and ſo to be- 


gin to command, beat, and chalkiſe his Fellow Ser- 
vants, when he ovght. to be a Servant himſelf, and 


perhaps in the loweſt Station in his HBouſe; when 
he has nothing to ſvſtain this Greatneſs, but. the 


Gcod-Will and Bounty of his Maſter: Do you think 


that if you, or any one of us, had ſuch a Servant, 
vou would keep him to ſpend your Subſtance, and 
waſte your Inheritance, and abuſe your Family. at 
his own Pleaſure, without your Orders and  Ap- 
pointment; no, certainly, you would undoubtedly 
turn him off, "who thus had waſted your Goods.” 

And ſhall we not think that God will do ſo by vs, 
ſo as to caſt off that poor Earthworm Man, that 
all thus aſſume, out of that Bounty and great Good- 
neſs that he has beſtowed upon him, to uſurp a 


boundleſs and uncontrolable Anthority over bis In- 


„ 


dhe f. Parable of the "ke L., . the Fate of 
= And | 


the unproficable Servant, 


1 


„ 7 ons 
And ſuch an unreaſonable Perſon is the Pope, who 
long ago has given ſufficient Proof of his Blaſphe- 


my and Tyranny ; by, as I have aforeſaid, exalting 


himſelf above that lawful ſupreme Power, which 


God had fer over him, and by poiſoning him, and 
taking upon him the Diſpoſal of all the Crowns and 
Diadems of the Chriſtiana World; and inſtead of 
obeying, that Charge given him by Chriſt, to bap- 
tize, and to preach the Goſpel of Peace, and to 


make known to all Mankind the Terms of Salva. 
vation, and in his Place and Stead, to wait at his 
Altar, to deliver to his Inheritance, thoſe Pledges 


or outward Signs of his endleſs Love; and alſo in 
his Place and Name to bleſs his Inheritance: Iinſtead 
of this, I ſay, he, like a Wolf in Sheep's Clothing, 


ſets to worry and tear the Flock of Chriſt to Pieces; 
and if any one poor Sheep ſhall chance to go aſtray 
in the Wilderneſs of worldly Imaginations, he is 
ſure to bę devoured: Inſtead of his going and ſeek- 
ing after him, and when he has found bim, like a 


good Shepherd laying him upon uis Shoulders re- 


toicing, and then gently feeding him with the reſt 
of the Flock: But on the contrary, when he has got 
any into his Den, he ſtarves them; and if any one 


offers to get ont, to ſeek for Food to nouriſh him- 
ſelf elſewhere, he is tora in Pieces immediately 5 - 


which Temper is directly contrary to the Nature 
of his Office, becauſe all Mankind are the Price of 


_ Chriſt's Blood, and therefore he has nothing to do 
to deſtroy his Brother, for whom Chriſt died: For | 
his Charge to his Diſciples was this, Go, ſays he, 
and preach the Goſpel, of the Kingdom, to all Nations, 
and baptixe them in the Name of the Father, and of © 
the! Son, and of the Holy Gboſt - And into whatever 
Houſe or City ye enter, and it receive you not, ſhake of 
the Duſt of your Feet for a Teſtimony againſt them. 
For Mad being left to his own free Choice, either 


to chuſe eternal Life, or eternal Miſcry ; if he chufes 
SET 3 6 not 
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not Life, *vis his own Fault, and he alone muſt an- 
ſwer it to his great judge at the great Tribunal. 
And therefore for any Man to aflume the judging 
of this or that Man vawortiy of eternal Life, be- 


fore that Time, is a great Arrogancy and Preſump- | 


tion, and an Uſurpation upon the ſole Prerogative 
of Chriſt. And to kill or deſtroy any Man merely 


upon the Account of Religion, or the Arbitration 


of his own Conſcience, is a high Encroachment 


upon the Nature of Man, and deprives a Man of 


that Liberty that God has given him, and which 
alone, through the Merits of Chriſt, makes his 
Service acceptable ro him; namely, the free chu- 
ſing of the Lord for his Inheritance, and ſerving 
God with a willing Mind, 7 . 


But leſt the Reader ſhquld think that I have been 
a little too forward in thus condemning the Doc- 
trines 2nd Practices of the Papiſts, and that I have 
permitted my Zeal too far to out- run my Know- 


jedge; not appearing rigtly to apprehend the Prin- 


ciples upon which they ground their Proceedings, 


898 1 3 


and concealing what they have to ſay for themſelves, 


* 


I ſhall eadeayour here briefly to touch the Founda- 


tions on which they build, and to ſnew haw inſufe 


ficient they are to ſupport their Superſtructure. 
The Reader therefore may be pleaſed to under- 
ſtand, that the Papiſts being more numerous than 
any one Party. of the Proteſtants, and poſſibly than 
all of them put together, challenge to, themſelves 
the Title of the true. Rpofolical and  Catholick 


Church of Chriſt, and {6 allow Salvation to none 


bat to. thoſe of their Communion, And therefore 
upon this Principle they think it becomes a Duty 
incumbent. upon them to. deſtroy all, that ace of a 
contrary Opinion to them, and will nat ſubmit their 
Faith and Conſcience to the Authority of the Go- 
veins of their Church; which Authority they 
endeaydut to eſtabliſh in the following Manner. 


1 | 
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They aſſert that the Pope, or Biſhop of Rome, is 
the vifſible Head of the Catholick Church of Chriſt 
upon Earth, whom Chriſt has left to govern it as 
his Vicar or Vicegeretit in bis own Place or Sead? 
That Peter, who had that Headfhip conferred on 
him by Chriſt, when he gave bim ther tiireefoldf 
Charge, ſaying, Feed my Flock, and fo on; and wem 
thou art converted, ſtrengthen thy Brethren ; had not 
only a Primacy or Swpiemacy over the reſt of the 
Church, but over the Apoſtics themſelves, ſo that 
he became the univerſal Paſtor of Chriſt's Flock; 
and having fixed his Seat at Rome; the fame Power 
devolved upon his Succeſſors in that See, namely, 
the Popes. Now the Pope claiming this Authority 
over the Souls of Men, in the Name of Chriſt, as 
the Shepherd of his Flock; he ſuppoſes, that like 
as it is the Duty of every Shepherd diligently to 
watch over the Flock that is committed to his Care, 
and to deſtroy all thiags that come to devour it; 
ſo he ſuppoſes, that thoſe People, ar Perſons, who- 
ever they be, that offer to call in queſtion bis Au- 
j thority, and to preach any Doctrine that is lot 
allowed by him, and to vent new Opinions and 
Modes of Worfaip, contrary. to what is allowed 
by him, and ſo draw away People after them, and 
from their Communion ; he ſuppoſes, I ſay, that 
he ought to deſtroy all thoſe Perſons, and condemn 
them as Hereticks, and Wolves that. are come to 
devour the Fleck of Ehriſt, foraſmuch as he al- 
lows no poſſibility of being laved ont of his Com- 
munion ; and therefore if they will not recant thoſe 
Principles; and ſubmit . his Authority, tis bet - 
ter that one Man ſhy: _ than a "Thouſand 
Joſe, their Souls? | 

Now though im this there may appear a' ſeeming 
Zeal ſor the Honour of God and Salvation of Souls + 
yet. if we rightly conſider, it will be found, that if 
agen Zeal is a Zcal of God, yet it is nut according | 
to 
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ſider what is done by natural Mothers, or the Mo- 
thers of our Fleſh, we may receive Inſtruction in 
this Matter. For natural Mothers and Nurſes ſuckle 
and cheriſh their Children, and give them ſuch | 
Food as their weak: Stomachs will bear; they alſo 
play with them, and lead them about, "ontill they 
axe able to ſtand and go by themſelves: And when 
they are come to Tears of Maturity, they are left 
to themſelves, to think, ſpeak, and act as they | 
pleaſe. But if a Child be ſo lickly, that it can't 
ſuck. the Breaſt, or that the Mother hath ſome grie- 
vous Diſtewper vpon her, that it wovld be dange- 
Toys for the Child to feck her Milk, then will they 
uſe other Means to preſerve the Life of the Child, 
and provide it ſach Food as may agree with its na- 
taral Conſtitution, or that is proper to reſtore it to, 
and preſerve its Health. So far will they be from 
killing it, becauſe it will not ſuck its Mother's Breaſt, 
or that it is not proper that it ſhould ſuck it; 
and if it ſnould ſo happen that it will neither ſuck )' 
nor eat any thing, we ought not to deſtroy it, but 
ta let it live as long as Nature will ſupport it. For 
if Mothers and Nurſes were to kill every Child that 
will not ſuck when they would have it, nor eat 2 * 
0 | they 


to Knowledge; but like that of the Jews who per- | — 
ſecured our Saviour, and that of St. Paul before x 
Converſion, who made Havock of the Church of 10 
Chriſt. And as for that Authority the Pope lays * 
claim to by Vertue of bis being the Succeſſor of 1 
St. Peter, cis plain that the Words of our Saviour 0 
aforecited, ſpoken to Peter, will admit of no ſuch M 
Anthority given him in them, over his Lambs, or 4 f 
over his Brethren; becauſe he ſays, feed my Lambs, 2 
that is, nouriſh and cheriſh them with good Food, l 
that they may grow and become good Sheep; 3 And | 5 
when thou art converted, ſtrengthen thy Brethren ;, that | 
is, give them good Counſel, and inſtru& them in : 
the Principles of my Religion. And if we but con - 5 
( 
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they give to them, and yet cry and make a Noiſe 
for they know not what, but only out of Humour, 
or natural Peeviſhneſs, they might ſoon leave them- 
ſelves childleſs, and put an end to Human Race, and 
in one Generation there would not be a Man nor 
Woman left to inherit the Earth. And if this be 
ſo in the Courſe of bringing up the natural Births of 
i this World, how much more Care and Tenderneſs 
is\to be uſed towards the ſpiritual, that are yet 
' weaker ; for which Reaſon St. Paul calls them Babes, 
that took Parties, and calls them carnal and unskil⸗ 
ful in the Word of Righteouſneſs ; and ſays that 
they had need of Milk, and not Meat. And if our 
Saviour had taught his Apoſtles, that whoever would 
not believe on his Name through their Word, nor 
embrace the Goſpel that they preached, ſhould 1 upon 
their Refuſal be put in Chains, and burnt alive, the 
; World would have been unpeopled by this time: 
But he hath commanded to feed and nouriſh them, 
inſtead of deſtroying them. But on the contrary, the 
Pope, and Church of Rome, inſtead of feeding. his 
Lambs and Sheep, like a Lion out of the Forreſt, 
prey upon them, and devour them; and he from 
being an Apoſtle and Diſciple of Chriſt, through 
his Pride and Avarice, is now become a Diſciple of 
the Synagogue of Satan. And therefore, 4 
Secondly, It is certain that the Kingdom of Chriſt, 
or the Practice of the Chriſtian Religion, doth nor 
conſiſt only in an outward Form of Worſhip, or of 
Forms of Doctrine compoſed into Books, of Letters, 
byllogiſms, Queſtions, Anſwers, and Objections; 5 
and in the Sprinkling of Water, in the Name of 
the-Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt; or Deliverance 
(of the conſecrated Bread, as an outward Token of 
what Chriſt has done and ſuffered for us, although 
theſe are the outward Signs of the Chriſtian Church. 
But the moſt ſure Token of God's Kingdom, or the 
Ly of Chriſt, is this, viz, He bearing open 
| Teſtimony 
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Teſtimony thät his Kingdom was verein, 
bis material or viſible Kingdom muſt be in Heaven; 
and by his Church muſt in general be underſtood che 


Congregation of all true Believers, whoſe Bodies it 
are the Temples oſ the Holy Gboſf, and in whom m 
the ſame Mind dwells, as does in che Head Chriſt ne 
Jeſus; who, by the Influence of his divine Preſence, An 
by Faich dwells in the Hearts of pious and 'devant > Fe 
Sghriſtians, and ſo fills them up with all ſpirithal | * 
Benediction, and daily nourimeth and cheriſheth E. 
them to everlaſting Life; wherefore St. Paul ſays, de 
chat the Letter kilieth, but the Spirit giveth Life V 
and that we are to ſerve God in the Newneſs of al 
the Spirit, and not in the Oldnefs of the Letter. 
And our Saviour tells us, that without bim we can B. 
do nothing; and St. Paul fays again, Know ye not V 
that Cbriſt Jeſus awelletb in you, except ye be Reprobates; _ 
that is, are eſtranged from him through your Lutts, * 
and that the Kingdom of God it within you. 1 
No ſince the Church of Chriſt is every derout - 
Chriſtian's Heart, and the Souls of all thoſe that Ft 
thro? a lively Faith are Partakers' of the divine Na- th 
ture; and, as I have before proved, the Soul of Man W 
being an invinble Subſtance; And Ace no Man, as 3 
St. Paul ſays, knows the Things of Man, ſave the Spie of 
rit K Man that is in him; and no Aan can know God, ve 


but by the Spirit of God ir follows, that our Saviour 
who made and redeemed our Souls, and from whom 
they do proceed, has alone preſerved the Preroga- 
tive of governing his Church to himfelf, who alone 
is able to govern the unruly Wills and Aſfections of 
ſinfol Men, and to turn them which Way it ſcemeth 
beſt to his godly: Wiſdom, making all thoſe ſeveral 
Opinions and Diviſions, that ke fuffers Men to be 
_ of, Sudſervient to his everlaſting GoodieR and 
+ Mercy, making all to agree in the pradtical” Parts 
of his Religion, however: they may differ abont the 


| ed Worfhip of his great- Name, and in theit 
|  Appre- 


ty 


bpm concerning bis Being, Nature, and 
Ffſſence, to ſhow to us, that his Majeſty is ſo great, 
that tis above our weak Capacities to comprehend 
it; and at the great Day ot Accounts, to fill us the 
more with Wonder and Aſtoniſhment at the Great- 
neſs ef it; and to magnify his Mercy in pardening 
and forgiving the Offences of all thoſe who through 
Fairh ſought unto- him for Salvation; altho' they 
- were not able to:comprehend all that they defired to 
Know concerning him, and in their Life-time en- 
deavoured to make their. Faith perfect by good 
Works, becauſe that Faith without Works is dead, 
and a true Faith will neceſſarily produce good 
Works, otherwiſe it is no more Faith; and as the 
Body without the Spirit is dead, ſo Faith without 
Works is dead alſo; and furthermore to ſhow the 
poor . and Ambition or Man to aſſume ſuch 
an Office. 
From which Argument it is plain, that no Man | 
- ought to aſſume any Divine Authority over the 
Faith and Conſcience of another; becauſe that al- 
tho? I, or any other Man, may judge of the out- 
ward Actions, Behaviour, or Doctrine of another, 
yer I am as far from knowing the ſecret Thoughts 
of his Heart, as if 1 had ſeen nothing of them; 
and what is a Man's Thonghts one Time, is his A- 
verſion at another; and therefore except I was able 
to penetrate into his ſecret Thoughts, and private 
—Words, as well as his outward Actions, at all 
Times, "and in all Places, whether he be with me, 
or at a Diſtance from me, I am incapable of having 
Dominion over the Faith and Conſcience of ano- 
ther, and thereof not only to take Cognizance, but 
alſo to be able to geide, and turn his Falth, when 
he believes wrong: Things,” to embrace the right; 
and likewiſe to influence his Conſcience, to judge 
and determine what is fit for him to do; and to 


able him co put it in ion; * this no mortal 
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Man is capable of performing; and except Man 
had, or enjoy'd ſuch a Power, he muſt be incapable 


of ſuch an Office, and it is the higheſt Pitch of Pre- 


ſumption towards God, as well as Man, to alſume 
it, that is, an infallible power. 

But as to the Proteſtant Diſſenters of all Sorts; 
there i is this may be ſaid in their Behalf, That in all 
their Opinions, there: is ſomething that aims at, or 
at leaſt has a Shadow: of Truth in them, and eſpg- 
cially in the molt. eſſential Parts of Religion; and 


that is, in endeavouring to put in pradice that 


which our Lord has left as a Mark and Badge of 
his Diſciples, the Love of one another; being rea- 
dy, upon all Occaſions, to be alliſtant to each other, 


and to proteſt againſt Lying, Debauchery, Drunken 


neſs, Fraud, and Injuſtice, c. And I muſt needs 
Aay, and do them that Juſtice, that in-the common 
Acts of Morality, they walk in a great many Things 


more ſteadily than we do, that profeſs, and, not on- 


ly that but, enjoy a better and more perfect Know- 
ledge of our Duty than they do; whoſe ill Act ions 


they father vpon our Principles, and therefore re- 


nounce our Communion, - But it is entirely owing 


to our Careleſsneſs, and Neglect of the Means that 
teach us better, although we do not make uſe of 


them: For let the Doctrine or Opinion be what- 
ever it will, that I profeſs, it matters not, it will 
make me neither the better, nor the worſe, if ſo be 


'Jobey it not, nor put it in practice; but if I follow 


the Rules that are preſcribed me, then certainly I 
ſhall be, by acting according to them, either made 


| the. better or the worſe, according as they tend. 
| Wherefore we of the Church of England, whoſe 


Doctrines are the moſt found: and orthodox of any 


that are tavght in the World; if we openly pro- 


8 feſs Communion with the Members of it, and yet live 
in Contempt of her Doctrines, the Communion nor 


DoArines of it are not to be blamed, but * * 5 
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be fo much the more inexcuſable before God, for 
your branding the Truth, and loading it with Re- 
proach, by a vile and ſcandalous Life; and Wo will 
be to us, if the beſt Principles make us not good 
Men, and thoſe Men whoſe Principles are not fo 
good, and yet they lead the beſt of Lives, will at 
— great Day of Accounts, become W itneſſes againſt 
S; and as St. Paul ſays to the Jews, of the Gentiles, 
2 Shay not they who knew not the 7 Law, and did by Nature 
the Things contained in the Law, "be counted righteous 
before God; and ſhall not ther Uncir cumciſion be counted 
for C ircumciſi an; for Circumciſion verily profiteth, if 
Thou keep the Law, but if thou be a Breaker of the Law, 
thy Circumciſion it made Uncircumciſion. And further 
he faith, That in Chriſt Jeſus neither Circumciſion nor 
Uncircumci/ on availeth any thing, but a new Creature; 
which after God is created in Righteouſneſs and true Ho- 
lineſs, to the Praiſe and Ghry of God, in the Face of 
Jeſus Cbriſt, who is above al, and through all, and in 
. ... / | 
Sixthly, Now I hope, from the foregoing Sup- 
poſitions and Arguments, and not only from them, 
but from the whole Tenour of holy Writ, that we 
may ſafely inferr, that Kings and Princes are to 
repreſent the Majeſty, Jaſtice, and Power of God 
in the World; and Prieſts under the Law were, and 
Miniſters under the Goſpel are to repreſent to us 
the Mercy, Goodneſs, and Reconciliation of God to 
Mankind; and to propoſe Peace to the World. And 
therefore for the Prieſthood to vſurp the Place of 
Kings and Princes, who are to repreſent the Majeſty 
of God, and to preſume to execute Juſtice upon 
| Offenders, this would be to forſake the Mini- 
ſtry of Reconciliation, given them by their Lord 
and Maſter Jeſus Chriſt; for they are in Chriſt's 
Stead to beſcech us to be reconciled to God, ac- 


cerding to their Office and Miniſtry, And on the 
PEST, I 2 other 
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other Hand, it would be a no leſs Preſumption in 
any Prince to uſurp the Miniſtry of Reconciliation, 
without being lawfully called to it, notwithſtand- 
ing that, unto Kings and Princes is committed the 


Care of protecting and defending from external In- 


Juries, thofe unto whom is committed the Miniſtry 


of Reconciliation. We find what a Note of Diſ- 
_ - Pleaſure, under the Fewi/h N was plea- 
| Tince to uſurpa 

the Prieſtly Office, which was to cut him off from 


ſed to put upon an Attempt of a 


having any more Communion with the Lord in his 
Houſe. How much ſorer Puniſhment then muſt he 


be thought worthy, who ſhould preſame to intrude 


himſelf into the Goſpel Miniſtry without a lawful 
Call, ſeeing of the Goſpel State it is ſaid by our 


Saviour himſelf, That of all the Prophets, there had 


not ariſen ſuch a one as John the Bap:iſt ; and yet that 
the leaſt in the Kingdom of Heaven was greater 
Than he. 


And fince this Sin was puniſhed ſo ſeverely under 


the Fewiſh Oeconomy, ſo as to cauſe the very Ground 
to open her Mouth, and ſwallow up Xorab, for the 
great Sin of Sacrilege, although he was of the Tribe 
of Levi, and one whoſe Buſineſs it was to attend up- 


on the Service of the Lord ; and Dathan and Abiram 


for Rebellion; how much ſorer Puniſhment may 


we expect, if any of the leaſt of vs attempt ſuch a 


Thing, even the Burning in Hell Fire. - 
Therefore I hope, Seventhly and Laſtly, I have ful- 


ly ſet before you the Authority of the Magiſtrate 
aud the Prieſt; and I hope all good Chriſtians that 
defire to be Followers of Chriſt: their Lord and 
Maſter, will obey the civil Magiſtrate, out of a 
pure Conſcience towards God; and fear the Threats 
of his Miniſters pronounced againſt all Ungodlinaſs 
and Unrighteouſneſs of Men; and fear that dreadful. 
Sentence of being cut off from the Houſe of the 


Lord, 


# 
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Lord, as King Uriah was, even from the Benefit 
of the Prayers of their Fellow Chriſtians, and from 
being a Partaker of the Benefics of Chriſt, exhibi- 
ted to them in that Communion: And be not ſo 
cruel to your own poor Souls and Bodies, as to de- 
ſerve that faral Sentence to be paſſed upon you, by 
neglecting the Service of God, and not frequenting 
his Houſe, and partaking of his moſt bleſſed Body 
und Blood, by often commemorating thar Scene of 
his endleſs Love. For bow can we better manifeſt 


our Love and Obedience to him, than by daily com- 


memorating, and keeping freſh in our Minds, that 
Love of his, to excite and ſtir vp ours, which God 
alone knows is, at its higheſt Pitch, but very faint 
and languid ; and to draw near to him in his holy 
Ordinances "that he has ordained, that we may 
be united the cloſer to him, and ſo be made Mem- 
bers of his Myſtical Body, that he may exalt 
us to everlaſting Life. 

And now I addreſs myſelf to you, honourable 
Gentlemen, who are choſen, by your Fellow Mem- 
bers of this Political Body, for to be our Gardi- 
ans, and nurſing Fathers to our Religion; and to 


our bleſſed Lad: s Ambaſſadors of Peace, as I have 


before proved, that are ſent among us; and to 
whom we have reſigned all our Right and Title of 
Government; I humbly beg that you will make it 
the firſt Thing of Moment that you take in band, 
even to ſecure to us the Liberty of ſtill prafſing and 
adoring our great Creator, and to have thoſe grie- 
vous Wolves that are entered ip, and willing to de- 
ſtroy the poor inno ent Lambs, kept from their Pur- 
poſe, that they devour them not; and that ye 
ſtrengthen the Hands of the poor Shepherds, by 
yielding them ſuch ſeaſonable Succour and Relief, 
whereby they may be able to withſtand the furious 
Aſſaults of all ſuch ravenous Beaſts as would 
devour both them and their Flocks: And that 
Freat 
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great God of Juſtice will plentifully reward you. 


and guide you, fo that ye ſhall manage the Affairs of 


this Life to your Honour, and the Advantage of all 


your Brethren; and he will make your Names to 
ſhine as ſo many Stars in the Firmament here in 


your Generation, and will write your Names in 


Heaven, and alſo exalt you to eternal Life, and to 
become Kings and Prieſts unto bim for ever; even 


fo. Amen. 3 
Secondly, I moſt humbly recommend to your Care, 


ſerious Conſideration, and Reflection, the Ways how 


you have been elected, and choſen by your. Bre- 
threng and that you may ſeriouſly examine your 


felves, and enquire whether you are, or have been 


elected according to thoſe Rules ſet you, and re- | 


quired by God and Man; and look upon yourſelves 


as in View of the all ſeeing Eye of God, looking 


vpon all your paſt and moſt ſecret Ways and Means 


which you have uſed, contrary to thoſe honeſt and- 
jiuſt Rules ſer you, to get yourſelves elected; whe- 
ther it were by Bribery, or any Ways of Colluſ on, 
to byaſs the free Choice of the People. And if 
you find that you have uſed any of thoſe Ways, by 


treating, and making your Electors drunk, and ſo 
letting them fall to quarrelling, and fighting, and 


maiming one another, ard ſuch like-ſcandalous Prac- 
tices, know aſſuredly, that the God of juſtice, whoſe 
Glory you are to repreſent, and Laws to keep ſe- 


cure, cannot bleſs and proſper you, if you conti- 
nue in ſo'great and enormous Crimes; and that y ou 


are not, in ſuch Manner as you ought to be, the true 
Repreſentatives of the People. And that if ye, 
which upon ſuch Examination, know yourſelves to 
be duly elected, according to a good Conſcience f. 0 


do not endeavour to exclude from among you, a 


thoſe, which by any lawful Ways or Means, ye can 


diſcover to be guilty of _ Practices; and endea- 
h : vour 
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.Your to prevent their attempting ſuch irregular 
Ways for the future; there can be but very little 
Hopes that God will vouchſafe his Bleſſing, - or 
hear the Prayers of his Servants in that Reſpect. 
And as to thoſe that know in their Conlcienees, 
that they have uſed fraudutent Meaſures, and en- 
deavoured to bribe and byaſs the Judgement of their 
Voters, and ſo have been illegally choſen, I think 


that the leaſt that they can do, is this, (although * 


"will be a very hard Leſſon for them to learn) never 
to pretend to ſit in the Houſe, but ſincerely to ac- 
knowledge their Faults, and beg God's Pardon there- 
fore, who will not forgive their Sins, ſo long as 


they live in Defiance of — leaſt he bring 


upon them Shame by the 
illegal Doings, and ſo make them a Reproach to 
future Apes. 
-" birdly, E moſt humbly recommend to your Care, the 
preventing the great and baſe Corruptions of Electi- 
ons, and to bring the Time of your Sitting down as 
low as poſlible, that Bribery mayn't be worth their 
while; and likewiſe to prevent that ſcandalous Way 
of creating and ſpending your Subſtance to be elec- 
ted, in making your Voters drunk and mad, inſtead 
of ſober and juſt Men, when it is their Buſineſs to 
ſollicite and chuſe you, inſtead of your ſolliciting 
and chuſing -yonrſelf, For if you intend to ſerve 
your Country honeſtly and honourably as you ought 
to do, I believe you will find the Trouble of the 
Office, and the Expences that it will put you to, 
in the Proſecution of it, purchaſe enough for your 


| Honour; and if you ſhould not chance to pleale them, 


| too much for Calumny and Reproach. 

 Fourthly, Conſider and reflect, I humbly deſire you; 
| vpon ſowe of the Tranſactions of the laſt Parlia- 
ment, which have been very much in every one's 
Mouth, and cenſured by ſome who were Friends tv 


the e preſent Government, C7 as blamed and 
miſre- 


en Diſcovery of their 


al 


| cifrepriſchte by. the Enemies thereof, and fo mide 5 
a Handle of to diſaffect the Minds of the Subjects, 
and to encourage and animate the Enemies of the 
Preſent Eſtabliſhment to enter into Plots and Con- 
Ipiracies againſt it: And if upon a Search, you . 
find any Thing that may require Amendment, b7 | 
ſetting about it, you will deſerve the Praiſe and Ap- 

-_ of all who are Well-wiſhers to the Peace and 

Welfare of their native Country, and to the Prof- 

perity and Furtherance of the true Religion; but 
*tis much to be lamented, that we are ſuch a Gene- 
ration of People, as have diiregarded the gracious 
Providences of the Almighty, and as it were with 
both our Hands rejected his bountiful Favours and 
Bleſſings, which he ſeems even to force upon vs. 
May the Lord give unto all that herein have been 
faulty, the Grace to diſcern their own Folly, be- 
fore it is too late, and to ſee what belongs to their 
Peace, before it be hid from their Eyes. And not FF 
only have the Inhabitants of this Land undervalued 
the favourable Providences of God, by their Ingra- | 
ttitude towards him, in continuing to go on in their 
ſiaful Cour ſes and Provocations; but moreover have \ 
murmured at his ſevere: Providences, and repined 
at his Corrections, notwithſtanding that the Puniſhe 
ments they ſuffered were what they had drawn down 
upon their pwn Heads, and the natural Reſult and 
Produce of their deteſtable Sin and Folly : For :ln= | _ 
ſtance, from whence did proceed that Decay of pub» 75 
lick Credit and of Trade, that was ſo univerſally 
complained of, and that deep Poverty which many 
eople of all Ranks and Conditions had fallen i into; 
rom whence, | ſay, did all this proceed, but from 

that execrable Thirſt after Money, that Avarice 
which People had entertain 'd in their Breaſts, and, 
which rendered them an eaſy Prey to the Schemes 
of deſigning; Perſons, whilſt that prodigious and 


* Deſire of Riches, made them believe Im- 
Pollidilities, 
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_ poſſibilities, abſurdly imagining that one Hundred. 
was equivalent to:a Thouſand, ' and. one Thouſand 
to ten Thauſand; whilſt; at the fame; Time, they 
had utterly; put off all Manner of Regard: to Juſ-, 
\ tice, Honeſty, and upright Dealing; provided they 
could gratify their Goyetouſneſs, not caring though 
Thouſands ſhould fall a Sacrifice thereto. Where- 
fore it was no Wonder, that the righteous God, 
whoſe Service they had quitted for that of Mammon, 
id give them up to that Maſter, of whom they had 
made Choice; by the Experience of whoſe Tyran- 
ny, they might repent and return to him to whom 
they did of Right belong it ek ft An IH 4 
CCC 
Feifthy, I muſt deſire you! to conſider your own 
Ways, and take heed that ye yourſelves be -free 
from all Fraud and Injuſtice, and let not your Heart 
be lifted up with Pride, but Fear before God, and 
make conſtant Addreſſes to him for his Aid and 
Aſſiſtance, in thoſe great and weighty Matters that 
ſo much concern his Glory, and the Good of his 
Creatures, ydur Fellow Members; and truſt not to 
/ your uncertain Riches; and lean not to your own 
Underſtandings, but let your Hearts be an Abode 
for him to dwell in, who is Wiſdom itſelf, and 
then you can't ande be ſaid to want a good Coun- 
cellor. And if you make it your Heart's Deſire to 
ſeek the Truth, and to obey it, he will guide you 
into all Truth, and his Peace and Truth ſhall reſt 
VOL ye: ũ̈m⁊ ]. og ink w kings 
EET ATP 


.- Sixthly,, I moſt humbly. recommend to yon, the 
adviſing and conſulting; as often as you can, with 
your Electors, in all Matters that are of great 
F..,partance ;; and eſpecially in thoſe which are Pri- 
vileges allowed to you and your Electors, and ne- 
ver dare to give up the leaſt of them, or put 

ay” . 3 them 
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do and 
their 1 


rhat have brought Deſtruction upon themſetves and 


| Praftice of your Anteſtors, who uſed to come early \ 


'Cobetrii for the piblick Good, -expetited of thoſ# 


early 10 dk it of him; he always beſdbirs th 


[65] 
them out of your dr their Power, without asking 
their Conſent; becauſe that your Office is to act 
for the, and in their Name, Place, and Stead; to 
perform their Office, and to preſerve tiiem 
rties, the ſame, as if they were all perſo- 
nally preſent themſelves; and the many falſe Steps 
that our Parliaments have at any Time made, have 


been octaſioned by their Pride and Ambition, in do- . 


292 Things of their own Heads, and without - 


Advice and Conſent bf thoſe that fent them; {| 5 


Ukewiſe all thoſe unad viſed Actions of our Kivgs, 


the State, have been owing to their Pride and Avayice, 
in deſpiſing the Advice and Counſel of their Par- 
liaments, and the chuſing tv theniſetves Creatut 
after their own Faneies and Deſires, tö be their 
Privy, Councellors, who had more need to have 
had Counſel given to them, inſtead of theif giving 


their Prince Counſel 3 Foy # the Multitude of Cont. 


Telors there 1 Safeiy, ſays the wiſhſt of 5 
Sroentby, 1 moſt humbly reviiminend: to you, the 


in the Morning to the Houſe, and-oſed tb keep 
regular Hours; and not to let it be two or thres 


a. Clock every 'Day; before the Houſe comes ropes 


ther ; which is to be feared may (at leaſt looks as 
if it did) proceed from a Wan of that Zeal and 


who would willingly be thonght to — their Coun- 
try's Welfare at Heart. And how can ye expect 
the Bleſſiag of God, when ye value it fo lit- 
tle, as Hör to think it worth your while to riſe 


greateſt Blefſir ng of the Day upon him that is up 
firſt to ask it of him. For fuppoſe there were 
ten Petitions to be W in by ten Men to 

Jou, 


— 


£4] 


you; to fave one of their Lives, and all the reſt 


were to be executed, Would not you, if their 


Crimes were all alike, a 
ame, give him his Life that firſt came to ask it 


of gene even de muſb;you think that God will 


bleſs: you: moſt, ee you ask it earlieſt. 


« And I beſeech ye, for Chriſt's Like, do not give 


up ydur ſelves to Drunkengeſa, Banqueting, and 


king one another, when yon had need to be 


at Homie, and in yaur Cloſet, imploring the Di- 
vine Aid: Not but + reaſogable and ſober Conver- 
ſation muſt be ſtill kept up among you, to conſult 
one another in ſo weighty Matters; hut, as Solo- 
mas his qbſeoved, Theres 6 Time for al Things. 


"4 mY 7 * the 
„ 


Figbhy, 1 waſh ham f 


bly. recommend to you, the 


inpecting into the Acts of former Parliaments, and 


wherein they are defective to amend them, or what 
1 ann to ths IP er 10 repoul 


mt 
* I > 


* Nimby, 1 maſt {bes 3 to yon the 


Caſe ak the Poor, Who are at this Time in ſome 
Meaſure in a deplorable Condition; and eſpecially 
thoſe who: have been Sufferers in the late Misfor- 
tunes; and poor Trades People, who for want of 


— their juſt Debts being paid to them, from their 


undd it recommends it ſelf as an Object of your Pity, 


Superiors, are by theit Creditors caſt into Priſon; 
and ſo are deprived of getting their own Debts, 


or paying their on Creditors ; and their Debtors. 


being ſometimes the Nobility, or privileged Per- 
ſons;-againſt whom they cannot have Juſtice execu- 
ted, without more Expence to them than their 


Dehts amount: to, by reaſon of their Station and 


Power, this makes; their Caſe very deplorable ; 


K 2 who 


— — u—ᷣ——— OE — TS 


nd their Circumſtances the 


1 who 1 hope will take it into Conſideration, ſo as A 
to procure” them ſome Relief, by ſome Means or 1 


. 


other, Which ſhall appear moſt agreeable to your 
Wiſdom and Prudence, that ſo you may have the 
Bleſſing of thoſe that are ready to periſh; and that 
God may bleſs and proſper you in all that you put 
your Hands unto. _ „ DE 


ih r ba 
Tientbiy, 1. humbly recommend anto your C 


b 
deration the Mildneſs, and peaceable Difpoſition of 
your Sovereign, who was {o”indulgent to the laſt 
Parliament, that he left the entire Management of 
Affairs to their Care afld Conduct; and alſo has 
done his utmoſt Endeavour tet eſtabliſh Peace in all 
Europe, having procured Peace to us from all Parts 
of the World, which is one of the greateſt Bleſſings 
of this Life; ind which gives him a moſt certain | 
and unqueſtionable Title to our faichful and hearty |. ” 
Allegiance, and is a ſore Teken of his being ſet 
over us By Gd, and one ef his Children; accord- 
ing to that Bleſſing pronounced by our dear Lord 
and Saviour, who was ſtiled the Prince of Peace, viz. 
Bleſſed art the Peace makets, fur they ſhall be called the 
| Children of God. And therefore how inexenſable 
are they become to him, as well as to their Country, 
V ho have not aRed according to a good Conſcience, 
but have acted contrary to the Intereſt of both ü 
their King and Country, and brought upon themn- © 
ſelves, and their Sovereign, as much as in them lay, 
Scandal and Reproach; and alſo upon our moſt 
pure and orthodox Principles and Religion; wbich 
has given ſuch a Handle to thoſe Enemies of our 
Peace, that they do reproach:”both us and out 
Religion; and at this Time are very buiſy in their 
Endeavours, - and in employing their Engines to 
bring about our intire Deſtruction; to all thay 


What we have hinted above has giren the Oc 
caſion. 04 59%, ei e eee 


Hleventhly, 1 humbly recommend to you, the great: | 
Bleſſings and Favours wherewith God hath, as it 


were, marked our preſent Sovereign Lord King 


_ GEORGE, to be ordained and ſent by him; and 
that he has given him the Throne of theſe: King= 
b Nr 


Firſt, It is yet freſh in the Memory of all, 
how God in his wonder ful Providence ſent us over 


King. WILL14M. of glorious Memory, and ma- 


on the Britiſß Throne, who put a Stop to the grow- 


king all Oppoſition fall before him, ſeated him up- 


ing Power of a neighbouring Monarch, who was 
preparing Chains for the Neck of all Europe; who 


reſcu'd from Deſtruction our Liberties, Proper ties, 


Laws, and Religion, ready to fall a Sacrifice to Po 


. — 


piſhß Tyranny, bloody Rage, and Cruelty; and not 


only ſo, but to thoſe good Laws which he had pre- 


ſerved to us, he added ſeveral others; and amongſt 


theſe, ont of his princely Care and Concern for the 
Good of us and future Generations, after it was 
prepared in due Form, and had paſſed both Houſes, 


he gave his Royal Aſſent to the Act of Settlement of 


the Crown of Great - Britain upon the Proteſtant: 


Family of Hanover, and their Deſcendants of the 


reformed Religion; and when he ſaw that his Time 


did draw towards an End, he took Care ſo to con- 
firm and ſecure this Sett}zment, that it might not 
be in the Power of any to fruſtrate ir. Thus with 


his laſt and dying Efforts, did he demonſtrate to us 


his tender Love, and the reſtleſs Solicitude he had 
for the Welfare of us, and of our future Poſterity, 


to whom he had. bequeathed ſo bleſſed a Legacy: 


In conſequence of which, we now enjoy our moſt 
[- | _ gracious 
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tacious rien King GEORGE, 8 the —© 
me favourable Providence ſent over to us in Peace, 92 1 
All his powerful and numerous Enemies and ours, 
at Gaze; and looking on, ſtruck as it were, 
with a Surprize And Aſtoniſhmene ſens from above: 
Ever ſince which, his auſpicious Reigu has been at- 
tended with ſuch a favourable Gale of —— 
Providence, that even the very greatelt — = 
mies might thereby be convinced and Teclaj 
would they but — their We to * Admittance 
: nb Lieht. N 


Sercdh, To theſe his Bad we fhall fiod him 
exerciſing: Lave and Tenderneſs, imitating. therein 
the blefled Jeſys, who came nox into the World to 
deſtray Mens Lives, but to ſave them: Out of ſo 
many that fought his Life, he delivered but ſome 

few to juſtice, to make them Examples ta the reſt; 
and gave them all the Liberty that the Law. Would, 
or cauld allow them. Y thoſe that were young; 
and led 3 by others, and betrayed innocentlx 
into that unnatural Rebellion, he frankly gave their | 

Lives, like his heavenly Father, delightiog not in 

the Death. of him that dieth, hut rather that he | 
would turn from his Wickedneſs and live. Nor 
was his.Goadnefs extended only towards his-own r 
Subjects, but his Compaſſion extends it ſelf alſo tag 
others cho were perſecuted and oppreſſed in other 
Nations, eſpecially thoſe who ſuffer for Conſcience 8 
ſake tawards God, and for the cen of the 
Truth of his _ Goſpel. | 


Thirdly, God has alſo in an eſpecial manner, r- 
ther manifeſted his Love to him, in preſerving, and 
{2 remarkably profpering all his Journeys ta and 

om his Dominions in Germany, making as it were 


| the Wind and the Sea to manifeſt his Love 9 1 
bim, 


err reer 


** 


} 


im, in sending him ſuch calto and quiet Pilhgey 


« 


Dorer it. a 
Fourthly, We may alſo further diſcover in him 
his Benevolence and Gratitude, ſhining as Rays of 
the Divine Goodneis, which gives unto us all more 
than either we deſſre or deſerve, and for thoſe that 
love him, has prepared ſhch Things as paſs Man's 
ö 4 Forever ſince he came to the Throne, 
he has deſplayed his Favours upon ſome who have 
hardly deſerved them, as well as upon all thoſe who 
have deſeryed them in the moſt eminent Manner; 
ſo that none who have any Ways ſigndlized them“ 
felves loving Subjetts to him, have gone varewdrd- 
ed, but have received mote from him than their 


— 


| Fifthly, He has likewiſe given us at laſt a ſincere 

4+ Pledge and Token of his Love rg ds, even in the 

Deliverance of a great many of our Fellow Mem 

ders out of Bondage; wherein God hath ſet him 
forth to us as a feedeemer, as well as in making of 

Peace a Mediator, | BY 0. 


- . Sixthly, God hath made him to bs a Pattern of 
gif dentel, which our Saviour hath ſo earneſtly re- 
cotmended us to follow; which is in this, vis. His 
+ _Tiot affecting that outward Pomp and Granddur of 
| a Court, like ſenſual and voluptuous Princes, but 
rather chuſing to live more in private, and to go 
pln, and not in thoſe gaudy Attite: which are but 
E!1!eitements to Luft and Concupiſcence; which nay 
F teach us this Leſſon, That his Thoughts are employ- 
ee on better Things, and that the Things of this * 
World have no place in his Affections, any farther 
than that he müſt take them in his Way to 4 
better. And alſo that we ovght got to place 
+ | any 


= 17 72 = 
y.: Happineſs in in the Grandour add Pomp b 
a this World, which we have vowed to renounce; 
but having Food and Raiment, to be ee 
content. J 


= Fo 
? - 1 +. 


A 7 . Seventbly,. 1 he Vatonr: 4; Magnantniey of bis 
1 perſon, makes him appear to be the more lixe to the 
"En Divine Majeſty; and alſo to be ſet by him to be. the 
N Bu =— to his Truth, and Defender of our 1 


_— Eigieh, Beſides all theſe: Things; to us he. has 
7% ſhowed himſelf a Pattern of Love and Tendertieſs, 

| by thoſe many gracious, loving, and tender Speeches 
that he made to bis laſt Parliament, wherein ge 
| told them, that he left the Manageinent of Affairs to | 
them, and deſired them to ſecure their Rights and 

Sh Privileges, Laws and Liberties, to future Genera- 
8 tions. And what can any prince do more towards |Þ 
| the making of his People happy and peaceable, 

than the deſiring and - commanding them to do 

* it oe themſclves, and parting it in mew Fewer = 
| + $0: . 5 e 
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. - Ninthly; Towards bis Enemies, 15 thale: that | 
= deck his Life, he ſtill continues to exerciſe Mercy 
1 . and Tenderneſs in forgiving them upon their Re» I 
= pentance, and not in the leaſt deſiring their Death 1 
5 — ede, but rather their Reconciliation. 155 


2. 


* 1 1 + 
wor ded A 
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80 that if you will but ſeriovſly and impertially 
' view the Actions of his Life, and lay aſide all evil 
£08 Surmiſing, Wrath, Clamour, and Evil Speaking; 
W | there is none can deny but that what I have bere 
=: ſaid of his Character, comes far ſhort: of the Luſtre 
= of it; and I muſt; needs confeſs tis a Task too hard 

= | * ſo weak a Perſon as I am, to do Jaltice thereto: 
. Buß 


| but 4 Gally les h * e agaiaſt, and bcs 
| died, and bad Conſtrudtions put upon the very beſt 


the: feaſt that I could do, was to write "the Truth, 


aud ſo {et it as a Monument to out face and con- 
found the ly ing, treaſonable, and clamorous Speeches 


of a giddy-Malticode, and of deſigaiug and wicked 
Den, whoſe Words are Spears N Arrows, and 
15 4heip Tongues ſharp Swords. 


Tenthly, And if to the ſober, wiſe, e 
: juſt, merciful; peaceable, and valiant Man, and a 
Diſeiple of the bleſſed Jeſus, (iu whom dwelt the Full- 
_ neſs of the Godhead bodily) he appears ſo beautiful and 


like his Lord and Malter; how much more precious 


all b botairtis Trex: of Bod Rinteif whoſe Mi- 


e ene knows buſt the Vibe of W ß 


Act of Mercy and Pity: that he has ſhowed to his 
Fellow Creatures, and Members of his myſtical Body; 

the Fruits of whoſe Spirit is firſt pure, then peacea- 
ble, -anth(caſy''£o' be intreated, and under whoſe 


_ Wings he mall be. ſafely kept from the Malice of 


bis Enemies, and who will ſer his Feet in the Necks 


Kingdom, chere for ever 'to,<ojoy the Bleſſings of 
Peace, and à Crown e 008 ches 
F mach for the Quracter. ; 
+ a0 08) 1 15 10 
| Eleventhly, 1tumblydeys * tefre you to » ronfider 
hiege this Examp le of his (hould excite. you to be 
faithful Subjects *0 bim and true Friends to 
ſelves z tHe dbubtleſs 20M not only not inefropt 
| your” Endenrvhrs to  fecure amaag you Peace 2 
Teuth, and what may moſt conduce to your future 


Happineſs buy will alſo exerciſe * ſamie Love and 
0 L Tender- 


bis Actions, and his Perſon ridiculed; I 4 | 


* 


of them, aud ſubdue them before his Face, untill 
they are all deſtroyed; and after a peaceable and 
quiet Reign here; will exalt him to his heavenly | 
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Tenderneſs towards you, and will allow you the 
+ ſame Liberty as he has done to your Predeceſſors, 
that ye ma if it be not your own Faults, ſecure 
to your Coùntsy all chat any reaſonable Man can 
wiſn for, or deſirè; and in your Truſt T hope you 
will in all Things acquit your ſel ves like faithful 
Stewards of the Goods that your great. Creator has 
committed to your Charge, by the Hands of your 
Fellow Members, and Partakers of ae 
with you. 1 If 
_  Twelfibly, 1 moſt humbly deſire you to conſider, 
and earneſtly reflect upon the late Misfortunes and 
KCalamities that have befaln us in our worldly Sub- 
ſtances; and how God, in his Mercy and Compaſ- 
ſion towards us, is as dt were forced to correſt us 
with the Rod of Iron, when we ſo baſely ſin againſt 
him, and affront him to bis very Face, by our Pride 
and Inſolence, making us to ſee by the Nature of 
our Calamities, that it Was our own Ways and Do- 
ings that brought them upon us; and that it was 
but the juſt Rewards, nay, the Fruits of our Vices 
and great Sins that were nouriſhed; and cheriſhed 
among us; ſuch as are aur murmuring and ripining 
at his Providence, which is a moſt heinans Sin in his 
Eyes, as may be ſeen: by his ſharp Puniſhing of it 
on the Ifraelites, who, it might ſeem to ſome, had 


Reaſon enough to murmur, by their being brought 


* — — 
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up out of a fruitful Land, into a barren Wilderneſs, 
Where was nothing to be ſeen of either Earing or 
Harveſt, nor was there: ſo much as Water to drink, 
nor Bread: to eat, but only wild Beaſts to derour 
them: So that by a carnal Mind they muſt be thought 
to have Motives ſufficientzo-provoke them to repine: 
And if God ſo plagued them for it, ham much more 
dreadfuller Puniſhment may we juſtly expect, who 
. - thayevhis Power and Greatneſs recorded for our 
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2 Admonition, (and not the bad Example for our Imi- 3% 
tation,) who are repiaing at thoſe Governours, , 
that he by bis Providence has ſer over us. And 


Iſt. Murmuring and_grudging that e had not 
already than 


we could tell what to do with, or than we em- 
ployed to the Ends that he commanded us. 2dly. 


more Wealth, when we had mor 


dre and Ambition; every one was for being, if 
had been poſſible, Kings and Princes, and to 


Þ veſ been Subjects no longer. - 3dly, Covetouſneſs; 7 


there was none that thought they had enovgh, 
but ſtill coveted more, although they made no 


good Uſe of what they had, but only to their 


Ruin and Deſttuction. athly, Fraud, Deceit, and 


* Injuſtice ; there was none that ſpoke the Truth 
from his Heart, but were carried about with Lies. 


And as, tho David's Sin was committed in Secret, 


and as it were hid in his Heart, yet God made it 
manifeſt to all the World, and in the Sight of 
the Sun, in the Puniſhment of it; exen ſo theſe . 


great Sins had lain fo long lurking in the Hearts 


of all Sorts' of People from the higheſt to the 


loweſt; that they were become ſo odious and- de- 
teſtable in his Eyes, who cannot behold the leaſt 


- Impurity but with Abborrence, that he was pleaſed. 
to ſuffer us to put it in Action, that we might 


ſee what would be the Fruits of it. 5th, Ingra- 
titude to God, in not giving him .chearfully thoſe 
reaſonable Dues and Tyrhes that he had reſerved 


to himſelf, even to his Miniſters, and the Poor, 
who are: conſtituted his Receivers of thoſe Rents 


and Pledges of our Love, Obedience, and 'Thank- 


fulneſs for thoſe. good Things that he had given 
to every one richly to enjoy. 6thly, Thoſe great 


Sins that are but too often. committed. at. Elec- 
tions of Members to ſerve in Parliament, ſuch as 


. Drunkengels, Curſing, rm Railing, and Ca- 


lumniating 


— — 


* 


1 76 


owniatidg one another; as alſo Maindog,- Murder. : 


and Bribery, and ſuch unlawfol and baſe Actions, 


| tbh, Prophaneneſs and Immorality; for go where 1 
you would, Sunday and other Days, at Church 
and at Home, all their Talk was of their God 


Mammon, among all Ranks and Degrees 8 youu, 
bur eſpecially the ane and Genrrys;- 


And can we think that God wood ich at 


all 
theſe barefaced Impieties and Contempts na 
Laws, and not call to Remembrance our former 
Sins, together with our preſent: Corruptions, and ' 
not puniſn us for theſe our Miſdoings. Certainly 
he that has the moſt undoubred Right to be our |} 


Father, if he has any Regard for bis Childrens 
Good, could not ſuffer us thus to ruin ourſelves, 


without Concern ? No, far be it from him, that 
he ſhonld thus leave us, for that would be a moſt 
direful State, to have our heavenly Father thus 


5 give us up entirely to be undone, in follow - 
ing the Luſts of our own Hearts, Let us then, 
ſince he has been pleaſed thus to ſhow bis Love 
to us, in correcting vs, Kiſs the Rod, and em- 
brace it, and with holy David, ſay, I is good for. 


us that we bave been Micted: And let us amend our | 


Lives for the fature, and do no more ſo wicked- 
ly, and he will forgive us all that is paſt; and 


We ſhall at laſt by Experience ſay, before we 
were afflicted we went aſtray, but now we have... 


learnt to keep his Word; and that we utterly 
abhor every falſe Way: And all thoſe Evils 
that have hitherto -befaln us, will be turned ro 
our Good, according to that Aſſertion of the A- 


poſtle's, ſaying, All Tg? work, Wat for G 4 


to n thet love God. \ 


1 


9 
th 
v3 
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the: 


it is to have a good Name, than an infamous Cha- 


| rafter; and if we are infamous in the Eyes of 
good Men here, how much more odious ſhall we 
de in tlie Sight of God, who will render to us 
according to our Works. And likewiſe reflect up- 


1 * Uncertainty of the Enjoyment of ill- gotten 


0 


S _ Thirtcenthly, I humbly. beg that you will, a 
5 laſt, Place, gonſider y out -own Honour and Repu 


ens 
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ealth, as you may daily ſee. by thoſe Inſtances | 


of it, which often have happen'd of late, as alſo 
in the Records of ancient Times will more fully 
appear. And if yon preſs theſe Things home upon 


your Heart, I hope by God's Grace you will be 


enabled to walk uprightly, which is the Way to 


walk ſurely, Which that ye may do, I moſt hum» 


| bly beg and deſire of you, and crave the Divine 
Aſſiſtance do be your Guide until! Oak 


 Fourteenthy, And now I know that the Adver- 


 faries af our Peace, will.calommiate and deride what 
I have here ſaid, with the Title of Self-Intereſt, 
J or of being hired to do it: But I appeal to God, 


who alone knows the Secrets of all Hearts, and 


before whom 1 ſtand, and to whom I muſt give 
an Account of my ſelf at the Day of Judgement, 
that it was no worldly Conſideration that cauſed 
me thus to addreſs myſelf to you, but the Love 


of Chriſt conſtrained me to it, and the Love of 


vou my Brethren: For it is certain, not only 
from the Authority of the ſacred Writings, and 
from all Hiſtories of the Times paſt, but dail 


Experience confirms it, that as by Righteonſneſs 


and Virtue a Kingdom is eſtabliſhed, ſo by the 
Wickedneſs, Immorality, and Vices of its Inhabi- 


tants, a Land becomes deſolate, and the 9 
| f that 
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that ſometime were proſperous and flouriſhing, 
are brought to Deſtruction, and utter Ruin. 
Which that God may avert from this our na. 
tive Country, and that what good Advice is here 

laid down, may be followed by all to whom it 
dee 
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